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The Eastern Division of the Pennsylvania Canal

The Eastern Division of the Pennsylvania Canal forms the second link in the great chain of canals and railroads that connect Philadelphia with Pittsburg. This canal begins at Columbia on the Susquehanna, where it connects with the recently opened Susquehanna Canal (from Columbia to Havre de Grace, Maryland), It joins the Union Canal at Middletown and then goes along the east bank of the Susquehanna through Harrisburg to Duncan’s Island, where it crosses the Susquehanna. It is there that the branching of the canal system, to the north and west take place. The full length of the canal is 44½ miles; the fall is 116 feet. The locks, 17 in number, are 90 feet long and 127 feet wide. The canal is 40 feet wide at the water surface and 4 feet deep. In addition to the 17 boat locks, there are also culvert locks at Middletown on Swatara Creek and at Columbia on the Susquehanna, so that boats may move from the canal to the river and vice versa. All locks are made of stone. A 2,000-foot dam was built from the left bank of the Susquehanna across the stream diagonally to Duncan’s Island, so that boats could pass in the slackwater pool created by it from one division of the canal to the other. Finally, there are on this canal 19 aqueducts, including one of cast iron. The Eastern Division was opened in 1831. Its original construction costs amounted to $1,347,000; however, subsequently, as with other works, substantial improvements were undertaken and considerable expense was incurred for them.

Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner, Frederick C. Gamst (ed.) and David J. Diephouse and John C. Decker (translators), Early American Railroads: Franz Anton Ritter von Gerstner’s “Die Innern Communicationen (1842-1843),” (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1997), 542.
