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The Pennsylvania Canal, Beaver Division

The Beaver Division is simply the start of a great canal that proposes to join the Ohio River with Lake Erie in a route that crosses the state of Pennsylvania. It extends from Beaver, or the mouth of the river of the same name, on the Ohio, to the confluence of the Shenango River with Neshannock Creek at New Castle. From that point it is continued an additional 6 miles upstream by a navigation improvement. Its entire length is 30¾ miles. Its fall is 132 feet, for which 17 locks have been constructed. The surface of the Ohio River at the mouth of at the mouth of the Beaver is 90½ feet at low water above Lake Erie.

Two miles below New Castle, the above-named canal forms a junction with the Pennsylvania & Ohio Canal, thus linking the canals of the state of Ohio with Pennsylvania. Through this, a direct communication has been created between Cleveland on Lake Erie and Philadelphia. Excepting only the stretch from Beaver to Pittsburgh, it consists entirely of canals (459 miles) and railroads (118 miles).
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