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15220 DuFief Drive







North Potomac, Maryland 20878-2411







March 25, 2003

Fellowship Office

New York Historical Society

2 West 77th Street

New York, New York 10024

Dear sir/ma’am,
It is my pleasure to write to you today to strongly recommend to your attention Ms. Paul Mohr for the purpose of receiving a fellowship from the New York Historical Society to undertake research on Central Park.

I first visited the New York Historical Society last year when you hosted the national committee on history and heritage of the American Society of Civil Engineers, Henry Petroski, chair.  During the course of our meeting we received a tour of your architectural and engineering collections.  I was very favorably impressed with your collections and your facilities.

Permit me to introduce myself.  I am currently serving as the Senior Scholar in Historic Architecture and Engineering of the National Park Service.  Before that I served for fifteen years as Chief of the Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER).  
I first became aware of Ms. Mohr almost fifteen years ago, when I was head of HABS/HAER and she was the curator of the Department of Treasury.  Professionally I found Ms. Mohr quite extraordinary.  She was an architectural historian but also responsible for an extensive restoration project on the Treasury Building.  To be responsible for the restoration of the Treasury Building, one of the most important historical buildings in Washington, D.C., is a very important position.  She took on this responsibility at a time when the building had suffered from abuse and neglect for several decades.  Further, Ms. Mohr undertook this responsibility, normally the province of architects and engineers, as an architectural historian.  She discharged her duties with great diligence and with high performance.  It was because of her performance in this position that I became convinced that Ms. Mohr was an exceptionally qualified individual.

In the ensuing years I’ve found that judgment to hold.     Ms. Mohr has moved on from the Treasury Building to distinguish herself in doctorial studies at the University of Virginia, as attested by being named to the Raven Society and by receipt of a number of scholarships.  While pursuing her academic studies, Ms. Mohr continues with her professional associations, such as her involvement in the Society of Architectural Historians.  Despite these studies, within the last several years she has presented numerous papers on various topics related to architectural history.
Ms. Mohr is an exceptionally talented and directed individual.  It is my pleasure to strongly recommend her for your consideration for award of a Fellowship for research at the New York Historical Society.
Should you have any questions I may be reached at 202-619-6370.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Kapsch., Ph.D.

