





October 14, 2006

Professor Iris Mill

Department of Architecture

The Catholic University of America

Washington, D.C.

Dear Iris,

Thank you for inviting me top sit in with you and your class.  I found it very interesting.  

A few comments:

Foggy Bottom Team  I found that this is an extremely worthwhile project.  The area bounded by K Street, Rock Creek Parkway, and Virginia Avenue seems to be an urban dead space, devoid of pedestrians or other uses.  I think the idea to bring Metro users (from Georgetown to Foggy Bottom and vice versa) is extremely worthwhile.  A new station seems out of the question because of the grade from the Metro tunnel and a long tunnel from the existing station seems somewhat daunting.  Has the team considered a skyway of some design? Also, I would think it would be very useful to link this space to the remaining portion of Rock Creek Park so as to bring hikers, bikers, and joggers into this space (and thereby tying the existing well-used Rock Creek trail system with the trail well-used trail along the Potomac River).

Georgetown Team.  I also found this to be an extremely worthwhile project.  The area between the Whitehurst Freeway and the river also seems devoid of life.  Perhaps a bridge at the site of the old Potomac Aqueduct would provide a circular trail for bikers, hikers, joggers (i.e. across the Potomac at the Potomac Aqueduct, down the Virginia side to Memorial Bridge, across Memorial Bridge, up the Potomac, across a new bridge at the tumbling dam and mole).  I have enclosed a copy of my paper, The Construction of the Potomac Aqueduct (1833-1841): Pier Construction in Deep Water Conditions, in Proceedings of the First International Congress on Construction History, Madrid, 20th – 24th January 2003, (Madrid: Instituto Juan de Herrera, Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura, 2003), pp. 1201-1214.  I thought the Georgetown Team might enjoy this paper.

With best regard.
