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							July 28, 1999





Mr. Lance Metz


Historian


National Canal Museum


Hugh Moore Historical Park and Museums, Inc.


30 Centre Street


Easton, Pennsylvania 18042-7743








Dear Lance,





A belated thank you for your very welcome letter of June 17, 1999, and the copy of Canal History and Technology Proceedings, Volume XVI.  I was very impressed with Proceedings and plan to order the remaining copies for my library.





Per your request, please find my abstract, Benjamin Wright and the Design and Construction of the Monocacy Aqueduct, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.  I hope that this abstract was not delayed too long.





Again, if you are in Washington, D.C., I would be pleased to give you a personalized tour of the many projects that are being conducted along the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and also I would like to introduce you to the new leadership at Ferry Hill, the headquarters of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park.





Sincerely,








Robert J. Kapsch
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					ABSTRACT





	Benjamin Wright and the Design and Construction of the Monocacy Aqueduct,


Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park, Dickerson, Maryland





				Robert J. Kapsch, Ph.D.


			Special Assistant to the Deputy Director


				National Park Service





The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal is widely considered the most intact of the many canals that crossed America during the canal era of the early nineteenth century.  In its 184 mile path between Washington, D.C. and Cumberland, Maryland, there are eleven (11) aqueducts and one tunnel, as well as many lessor structures. But the 516 foot long masonry arch structure that carries the C & O Canal across the Monocacy Aqueduct on seven arches is the longest of the aqueducts and, arguably, the greatest accomplishment of the Chesapeake and Ohio Company.  Unquestionably designed by the father of American Civil Engineering Benjamin Wright, his role in the design and construction of this early American engineering structure has largely been forgotten.  Neither, for example, does the historic tablet on the aqueduct nor the State Highway sign up on the main highway bear his name.  This paper details the contribution of Wright in the design and construction of the Monocacy Aqueduct from 1828-1833 and details the work of the 200 masons, laborers and others who worked on the structure.   Recent efforts in the rehabilitation of  the Monocacy Aqueduct, such as its designation as one of the most threatened historic structures in the United States by First Lady Hillary Clinton,  have brought new attention to this structure and its designer.


