







March 19, 2007

Mr. Lance Metz

Historian

National Canal Museum

Hugh Moore Historic Parks & Museums, Inc.

30 Centre Square

Easton, Pennsylvania 18042-7743

Dear Lance,

It was good to see you Saturday at the National Canal Museum’s conference.  I am sorry I did not have the chance to properly say goodbye to you at the conference but Perry and I were rushing to get to a social event in Baltimore.

I thought the conference was excellent.  I think the weather discouraged some attendees but the papers were very good.

I am enclosing a check for the ten copies of the Proceedings which I purchased.  These copies will be primarily used for some of my National Park Service friends and also to send to the institutions who gave me permission to use their illustrations.  Would you please forward this check to the proper person at the National Canal Museum?

With regard to next year’s conference, Perry and I have two suggestions:

· Perry would be interested in presenting a paper, “Historic Ferries of the Potomac River.”  Ferries, of course, played a major role in the development of the country.  On the Potomac River there is only one left, White’s Ferry immediately west of Poolesville, Maryland.  This paper would be based on a book that she and her mother, Mariann Kephart, are writing.  Should the National Canal Museum so desire, Perry would probably be willing to sign copies of the book for interested attendees.

· I would be interested in presenting a paper, “Labor History of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.”  I see this paper as a predecessor paper to your paper on the Molly Maguires.  As you know, there was significant labor violence along the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal and the company believed that they were facing an organized conspiracy that may have preceded the Molly Maguires.  But I would also like to include the coming of cholera to the United States, the experience of these workers in their trans-Atlantic voyage and other related topics.

Two papers by two Kapsch presenters at the same conference may be a bit much.  If so, I would recommend holding my paper until the following year.

Again, it was good to see you and it was a great conference.


With best wishes.

Robert J. Kapsch
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