








July 17, 2009

Dear sir,

 

It is my distinct pleasure to write to you today to strongly recommend the award of the Professional Award of the Pennsylvania Federation of Museums and Historical Organizations, Special Achievement Award, to Lance Metz, historian, National Canal Museum.

 

Lance Metz is truly a Pennsylvania and national treasure in the field of history, particularly the history of industry and technology. Lance Metz was first brought to my attention twenty-five years ago by that other Pennsylvania and national treasure, Charles E. Peterson of Philadelphia (now deceased). I was at that time Chief of the National Park Service's Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER) program. Since then I have been in continuous touch with Lance Metz and am well familiar with his many extraordinary accomplishments.

 

Lance Metz's contributions to the National Canal Museum and our understanding of Pennsylvania history is multifaceted.  Others will emphasize his role in the development of the National Canal Museum in Easton, his contributions to the local community, his contributions to the preservation and knowledge of the industrial heritage of the Lehigh valley and other achievements.  I would like to write to you of his many intellectual achievements.

 

One of those intellectual achievements is the establishment of the Canal History and Technology Symposium held each year at Lafayette College in Easton.  This symposium was first organized by Lance Metz over twenty-eight years ago.  Each year he brings the leaders in the field of history and technology to present papers.  He has functioned as the editor of the proceedings of these symposia, published at the day of the symposium and distributed to participants.  These symposia are well known for their high quality.  Over twenty-eight years through these proceedings Lance Metz has built up a corpus of knowledge and understanding of American history of industry and technology that has no equal within the United States.  This was accomplished with a minimum of financial assistance. Lance Metz organized these symposia through the solicitation of grants and the development of outside funds.  But it is his intellectual ability that has sustained it for such a long time.  I am pleased to be one of the contributors to such a worthy cause.

 

In addition, I would like to comment on Lance Metz's continuous role as a sustaining member of the Society for Industrial Archeology (SIA), the leading national organization for the history of technology and industry.  Lance Metz has served in numerous capacities in this organization, including as a member of their Board of Directors, as tour leader for various history of technology and industry tours, as presenter of recent historical findings on the history of technology and in many other capacities. Lance Metz has always been extremely willing to lend his expertise, knowledge and energy at the national level as well as at the state and regional level.

 

Lance Metz has published numerous books and articles on various aspects of the history of technology and industry.

 

In concluding, I would like to mention two characteristics of Lance Metz that were first mentioned to me by Charles Peterson twenty-five years ago and which most knowledgeable professionals have also recognized: Lance Metz's knowledge and energy.  In terms of knowledge, I do not believe that there is a more knowledgeable historian of technology in the United States.  In terms of breadth and depth, Lance Metz has an amazing grasp of historical facts and analysis of American history of technology and industry.  But even more, this knowledge is coupled with Lance Metz's incredible energy.  He is willing to bring his knowledge to bear on any number of subjects in national, regional and local venues for the understanding and forwarding of American history.  It is the contribution of this knowledge and energy to the National Canal Museum that has greatly strengthened that institution for the benefit of Pennsylvania and the nation.

 

It is my distinct pleasure to strongly recommend to you Lance Metz for the award of the Professional Award of the Pennsylvania Federation of Museums and Historical Organizations, Special Achievement Award, for his many contributions to the National Canal Museum, to our understanding of Pennsylvania history and to our understanding and appreciation of American history of technology and industry. As Charles Peterson first told me twenty-five years ago, "he's a national treasure."

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the award of this prestigious honor.

 

 
 

Robert J. Kapsch, Ph.D., Hon. AIA, ASCE.

