







August 10, 2007

Ms. Eileen McGuckian

Executive Director

Peerless Rockville

P.O. Box 4262

Rockville, Maryland 20849-4262

Dear Eileen,

Thank you for your letter of August 2, 2007 asking me to become an Honorary member of the Peerless Rockville's Recent Past Advisory Committee.
Normally, as you know, I do what you ask me to do.  But in this case I am afraid I have to respectfully decline.

First, I am extremely busy on book projects.  As an author yourself you know what a tremendous amount of work is involved in any book project. I currently have three: The Potomac Canal: George Washington and the Waterway to the West (West Virginia University Press) which will be published later this month. Although I no longer have to write or edit this book, I will be very active in promoting it. My second project is Seneca, Maryland (Historic Medley Press) which is scheduled for publication in December. My third book project is Canals of South Carolina (University of South Carolina Press).  This project was just accepted by the University of South Carolina Press.  In addition I am doing a major article for the Newcomen Society, on “James Brindley, American Canal Engineer.” And in addition I have the usual committee and professional involvements, such as the Cosmos Club’s Warne Ballroom committee.

My second reason for turning you down is that I have little expertise or experience in the field of modern architecture and urban development.  Certainly this is a specialty in its own right but not a specialty in which I have worked. It would be inappropriate for me to pretend that I possess an expertise that I do not have.  There are many individuals who do have expertise in this field and it would be more appropriate to ask them to serve as an Honorary member to this worthwhile activity.

I would, however, like to thank you and Teresa Lachin for thinking of me.

With warmest wishes.

Robert J. Kapsch  
