







May 7, 2003

Mr. William J. Mather

President, Delaware Section

Tera Tech, Inc.

56 West Main Street

Suite 400

Christiana, Delaware 19702-1501

Dear Mr. Mather,

I am again writing to you concerning your nomination for the Delaware Breakwater as a National Civil Engineering Landmark.

Mr. Steven Pennington, Head of ASCE’s National Capital Section’s History and Heritage Committee and Corresponding member of the ASCE’s History and Heritage Committee, was present when the National ASCE History and Heritage Committee considered your nomination of the Delaware Breakwater.

Based on that discussion, he went back and ransacked his files for information that might help you in developing a stronger ASCE nomination for this very important engineering work.  These materials are included and an inventory of this material is also attached.

I hope that you have been successful in getting either/or the Philadelphia District, Corps of Engineers and Hagley involved in rewriting this nomination.   As perhaps we discussed, the nomination package is not only seen as a vehicle for ASCE Landmark designation but also as a repository for definitive information of the engineering achievement to be recognized.  In rewriting this nomination, I think that the issue of the impact of the breakwater on siltation should be addressed, especially as it became key to engineers for developing a better understanding of siltation.  Finally, I believe that the ASCE nomination should address controversial aspects of this project (such as increased siltation of Delaware Bay) in a straight forward manner.
I hope that this information will be of assistance to you.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Kapsch

cc to (w/o enclosures):

Mr. Henry Petroski, Chair, ASCE History and Heritage Committee

Mr. Steve Pennington, Chair, ASCE NCR History and Heritage Committee

