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February 4, 2003

Mr. William J. Mather, PE

President, Delaware Section

American Society of Civil Engineers

Tetra Tech Inc.

56 West Main Street

Suite 400

Christiana, Delaware 19702-1501

Dear Mr. Mather,

Yesterday, the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) History and Heritage Committee met at ASCE Headquarters at Reston, Virginia.

Along with other agenda items, the History and Heritage Committee considered the Delaware Breakwater for designation as a National Civil Engineering Landmark, based on documentation submitted by your office, dated September 5, 2002.

 The History and Heritage Committee decided not to take any action on this nomination at this time based on what they felt was inadequate information included in the nomination.  As you and I had discussed previously, this action was not unexpected.

In reviewing this nomination, the History and Heritage Committee acknowledged that the Delaware Breakwater was an important accomplishment of American civil engineering and might be worthy of being designated as an American Civil Engineering Landmark if the additional information was included in the nomination packet.  Specifically, members of the committee requested a map showing the location of the Delaware breakwater and additional engineering information.  The committee members asked me to communicate to you to encourage you to resubmit this nomination with additional information for this important engineering work for reconsideration by the committee.
You and I had previously talked about this aspect of the nomination.  I and the Committee appreciate that you have very limited support for undertaking historical research and documentation on the Delaware Breakwater.  Possibilities we discussed included:

· Getting the Philadelphia District, Corps of Engineers, involved.  Very frequently District Corps of Engineers offices have historians assigned to them and, if so, that individual(s) might provide substantial assistance in this nomination.  In addition, if the Philadelphia District is the owner of the Delaware property, we will need a letter from the Commanding general stating that he/she supports ASCE designation as a National Historic Civil Engineering Landmark.

· Involving graduate students at Hagley, which is a unique resource to the Delaware region.

Since we last discussed this matter, a search of the Library of Congress card catalog revealed that they have copies of the original Strickland drawings of the breakwater.  These and other drawings would, of course, greatly strengthen the nomination.

If I can be of assistance to you in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me (202-619-6370).

Thank you for your kind attention.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Kapsch

cc to: Henry Petroski, Chair,

ASCE History and Heritage Committee

