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Maryland Cross Cut Canal

     (“Cross-Cut” Canal)
      Maryland Canal, or Baltimore Junction with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.  After a patient and careful investigation on the part of the engineers, of the several proposed routes for this important work, that by way of the village of Brookville, in Montgomery county, was recommended.  The summit level of this route is 3745 feet above mid-tide, and 16.86 miles in length.  Tanner, A Description of the Canals and Rail Roads of the United States, (!840).

      An extension of the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal to Baltimore, or construction of a Maryland canal, has likewise long been seriously advocated, and a company received a charter for it.  According to the initial estimates, it would extend 44-3/4 miles from Georgetown to Baltimore.  The fall would total 363 feet.  An expenditure of $3,500,000 would be required. Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner,  Die inner Communicationen, (Early American Railroads) (1842-1843).

Route Plans, Maps and Drawings
The Maryland Canal was also called the Cross-Cut canal, proposed but never constructed.  A series of four topographical maps were prepared in 1827 by the U.S. Army Topographical Bureau to investigate the feasibility of linking the proposed Chesapeake and Ohio Canal with Baltimore, and thereby defusing Baltimore merchants’ opposition to the proposed canal along the Potomac River.  The route through Montgomery County, Maryland (or above it) would have tapped the trade coming down the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal for Baltimore before it arrived at Washington, D.C.  However, preliminary investigations indicated that such a canal was impractical.  William Howard, U.S. Engineer, prepared a route that would follow Eastern Branch (i.e. Anacostia River) northeast to Baltimore.  Howard found that this route was practical but expensive, almost $ 3 million excluding land costs.  The canal was never constructed.  The idea for Maryland, or Cross-Cut, Canal was again revived in 1836 when the State of Maryland assumed control of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal but, again, never built.
Under direction of Dr. William Howard, J. F. Swift and F. Harrison Jr., surveyors, F. Harris Jr., delineator.  “Maryland Canal, Map No. 1, From George-Town to Paint-Branch, 12 miles.”  Maryland Canal, Washington, DC and MD.  Photocopy of manuscript map in the National Archives and Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, record group 77, 1827.  Geography and Map Division, G3842.M345G45 s20  .H6. 

Under direction of Dr. William Howard, J. F. Swift and F. Harrison Jr., surveyors, F. Harris Jr., delineator.  “Maryland Canal, Map No. 2, From Paint-Branch to Saw-Mill Branch, 10 miles (two sections).”  Maryland Canal, MD.  Photocopy of manuscript map in the National Archives and Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, record group 77, 1827.  Geography and Map Division, G3842.M345G45 s20  .H6. 
Under direction of Dr. William Howard, J. F. Swift and F. Harrison Jr., surveyors, F. Harris Jr., delineator.  “Maryland Canal, Map No. 3, From Saw-Mill Branch to Deep-Run, 11 miles.”  Maryland Canal, MD.  Photocopy of manuscript map in the National Archives and Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, record group 77, 1827.  Geography and Map Division, G3842.M345G45 s20  .H6. 
Under direction of Dr. William Howard, J. F. Swift and F. Harrison Jr., surveyors, F. Harris Jr., delineator.  “Maryland Canal, Map No. 4, From Deep Run to Spring Gardens, 11 miles.”  Maryland Canal, MD.  Photocopy of manuscript map in the National Archives and Records Administration, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, record group 77, 1827.  Geography and Map Division, G3842.M345G45 s20  .H6. 

E. W. Bridges and F. Lucas, Jr., delineators.  “Map of the practical routes of a canal from Baltimore to the Potomak.  Drawn under the direction of the Commissioners by E. W. Bridges and F. Lucas, Jr.”  Maryland Canal, Maryland.  Two routes are shown: Up the Patapsco River to a tunnel (shown in a profile) at Lake Linganore east of New Market) and down to the Monocacy River; and, south to Washington, D.C. via Savage and Bladensburg.  Engraving, published by B. T. Welch & Co., 1838?  Geography and Maps Division, G3841 .P53  1838 .B7. 
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A short history of the planned, but never constructed Maryland Canal.
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