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April 22, 2004

Michigan Tech University Research Award Committee

Michigan Tech University

Houghton, Michigan 49931

Dear sir/ma’am,

It is my great pleasure and honor to recommend to you Dr. Patrick Martin for your consideration for award of the Michigan Tech University’s Research Award for outstanding achievement in research, and specifically for his sustained productive scholarly endeavor in the field of industrial archeology.

I have known Dr. Martin for some twenty-four years, since 1980 when I assumed the position of Chief of the Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER), the Federal Government’s preeminent historic documentation program in architecture and engineering.  I have continued to work with Dr. Martin over the years through our shared interest in industrial archeology – I am currently a Director of the Society for Industrial Archeology and Dr. Martin is the Executive Secretary of the Society as well as the Editor of IA, the Journal of the Society for Industrial Archeology.

In considering Dr. Martin for MTU’s Research Award for outstanding achievement in research, I would first like to point out his role in facilitating a rich research tradition at MTU in industrial archeology.  I consider MTU as the preeminent academic institution in North America in industrial archeology, a position it has achieved due to Dr. Martin’s activities.  He was instrumental in bringing to MTU the Executive Secretariatship of the Society for Industrial Archeology, from the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of American History.  This has proved so successful that at the last meeting of the Directors of the Society, in appreciation of Dr. Martin’s role, a special appropriation was voted to financially support MTU in these efforts.  I was pleased to introduce that motion.

In addition to his role as Executive Secretary to the 2,000 member Society, since 1995 Dr. Martin has functioned as editor to the Society’s Journal – the intellectual gatekeeper of this intellectual activity.  In the early 1990s Dr. Martin was instrumental in establishing at MTU an industrial archeology major within the Department of Social Sciences and has served as the Director of Graduate Studies.  I believe that I am correct in asserting that this program, developed by Dr. Martin, has become the single largest source of trained industrial archeologists within the country.  His students have made substantial contributions to numerous aspects of industrial archeology throughout the country.  Recently Dr. Martin established the first Doctorate program in Industrial Archeology, at MTU.  I expect that this program will also have substantial national impact in the field of industrial archeology.
Besides these activities, Dr. Martin has pursued a full and exhaustive research agenda.  I would particularly like to emphasize his work at West Point Foundry in Cold Spring, New York.  Conducted by MTU students during the summer months, this project has proved to be a model industrial archeology research effort that has established MTU’s research excellence far from its traditional geographic areas.  For his extensive other research, I refer you to his Vitae.

Dr. Martin, over the last quarter century, has made a sustained productive scholarly effort that has had a great and beneficial impact on industrial archeology throughout the nation.  To this I would also add that he is a very decent and warm human being that any university in the country would be very proud to have on its faculty.  It is my great pleasure to strongly recommend to you Dr. Martin for the Michigan Tech University’s Research Award.

Should you have any questions, I may be contacted at 202-619-6370 or Robert_Kapsch@nps.gov.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Robert J. Kapsch  

