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January 27, 2005
Ms. Anne Elizabeth Powell

Editor in Chief

Civil Engineering Magazine
American Society of Civil Engineers

1801 Alexander Bell Drive

Reston, Virginia 20191-4400

Dear Ms. Powell,

This is a letter of inquiry to see if Civil Engineering Magazine would be interested in publishing an excerpt from my recent book, CANALS (New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2004), as a second serial.

This book was reviewed by Ray Bert in the December 2004 issue of Civil Engineering Magazine.  He wrote:
Though superseded by triumphs that perhaps did more to change America’s physical and economic landscape, canals represent an important part of our technological heritage, one the Canals captures with grace and dignity.

For American civil engineers, before there were highways, railroads, metal truss and reinforced concrete bridges, and airports, there were canals.  The American canal system, at its peak, was 2,500 miles (4,023 km) long.  American civil engineering started with canals.  Besides historical interest, the readers of Civil Engineering Magazine would be interested in this topic as many of these canals are being resurrected as transportation, recreation and heritage corridors.  The illustrations in this introduction would be of particular interest to your readers.
I am enclosing a Xerox of the Introduction from CANALS.  This would be an appropriate second serial for publication in Civil Engineering Magazine.  Should you decide to proceed with this second serial the publisher, W.W. Norton, would require:

· Usual payment for an article and a sidebar stating where the book is available and for how much.

· A statement of copyright and permission to publish:

From CANALS by Robert J. Kapsch © 2004 by Library of Congress and Robert J. Kapsch.  Used by permission of the publisher, W.W. Norton and Company, Inc.

I will be available at my office (301-349-0062) or by e-mail (RobertKapsch@aol.com).  I will be on vacation from February 7-21, 2005.

Thank you for your attention to this inquiry for publication.

Sincerely,

Robert J. Kapsch

cc to: Ms. Nancy Green, W.W. Norton and Company, Inc.
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