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Leiper Canal (PA)
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ALSO SEE Leiper Canal – Hazard Register
From footnote 28 of 1.1v – PA CANALS – CHAPTER 2 – Schuylkill and Susquehanna Nav Co.

Thomas Leiper petitioned the Pennsylvania legislature on January 25, 1792 to build a lock navigation along Crum Creek in Southeastern Delaware (Delaware County) to the Delaware River for the purpose of transporting flag stone from his quarry to Philadelphia. The canal was to be approximately three miles long. This was opposed by representative Fisher on the basis that, “private property should not be violated, for the benefit of any private individual.” In response, Leiper showed that the proposed canal would do no injury to M’Ilwaine’s mill, using, “calculations, made on the spot, by a person who projected the great canal of the Dike of Bridgewater [i.e. James Brindley, the nephew, and not the uncle] showing that the waters of this mill and others would be raised and not lowered by the proposed canal. He also introduced a certificate endorsing Brindley’s calculations, made by David Rittenhouse and John Ewing. The Pennsylvania House of Representatives approved Leiper’s request and appointed a committee to hear Leiper and the McIlwaine heirs, “for the purpose of carrying into effect” the canal. The General Advertiser, [Aurora], Philadelphia, January 27, 1792, 2-3. This incident is also mentioned in Hindle, David Rittenhouse, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1964), 321. The canal was not constructed at this time but was approved by the Pennsylvania legislature in 1824 and the canal was constructed by Thomas Leiper’s son, George Leiper.
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