





March 27, 2003

Professor Emory Kemp

Institute for the History of Technology and Industrial Archaeology

1535 Mileground

P.O. Box 6305

Morgantown, West Virginia 26506-6305

Dear Emory,

Thank you for your letter of March 17, 2003, received yesterday concerning honorary membership in the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE).
I, of course, would be extremely pleased to nominate you to honorary membership in the ASCE.  I have known you almost twenty years and I very much value your contributions to the history of American civil engineering.  I didn’t know you before this time so I can’t really speak to your contributions in the design of thin concrete shells but I certainly consider you a scholar of the first order in the field of history of civil engineering – the closest person we have in the United States to the late Professor Alec Skempton of Great Britain.  

Some comments and questions:

· Would you please send me a copy of your c.v.  It will be very helpful.

· Am I one of eight nominees or am I the prime nominee who will collect the material described on the bottom of the Nomination for Honorary Membership?  A related question, who does this material submitted to?  Should I submit it to you?
· I would also be pleased to help you secure the fifty petition signatures.  Saying that I must also state that my ASCE circle tends to be limited to the national History and Heritage Committee and the National Capital Section History and Heritage Committee but I would be willing to “beat the bushes” for additional signatures.  I think I would need to know the procedure here.  Do we have one original petition that we sequentially circulate for signatures?

· I believe that you deserve honorary ASCE membership based on your contributions to American civil engineering history.  I think it would be very helpful to have all of the members of the ASCE History and Heritage Committee sign your petition.  To achieve this I believe that it would be very useful to contact Henry Petroski.  Henry, like I, thinks very highly of your professional contributions.  At the next ASCE History and Heritage Committee meeting (which I believe is in July), Henry can circulate the petition for committee member signatures.

Again, let me state that I very much believe that you are highly qualified for this honor based on your many contributions and that I would be pleased to do whatever it takes to bring this to fruition.

As always, with best wishes.

Robert J. Kapsch, Ph.D.

