






September 4, 2003

President

Board of Direction

American Society of Civil Engineers

1801 Alexander Bell Drive

Reston, Virginia 20191

Dear sir,

It gives me great pleasure to endorse Dr. Emory Kemp’s nomination for Honorary Membership in the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). 

I have had the privilege of knowing Dr. Kemp for twenty-five years, half of his professional civil engineering career.  During most of that time I was Chief of the U.S. Government’s Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER) program.  As you probably know, the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER) was established by ASCE, in conjunction with the National Park Service and the Library of Congress to document the rich and extensive American civil engineering heritage.  As Chief of that program I have had extensive dealings with Dr. Emory Kemp during the last quarter century.

I believe that few, if any, American civil engineers have contributed more to our understanding and appreciation of our American civil engineering heritage.  Dr. Kemp is a renown author on the subject of American civil engineering history having published extensively on the subject.  Dr. Kemp’s many and varied books and publications are not just oriented to engineers but to the larger public so as to educate the American public on the accomplishments and achievements of the civil engineering profession.  After fifty years of active professional practice in civil engineering, he continues with his commitment to publication and has two books being prepared for publication at this time.
Dr. Kemp was also the founder of the West Virginia Institute for the History of Technology and Archaeology, a task that I was pleased to have a role in.  This Institute has, over the last ten years, undertaken numerous studies, particularly multidisciplinary studies, on the history of engineering and technology, particularly in the trans-Appalachian region of this country.  This Institute has conducted numerous projects, published numerous reports and publications and has otherwise greatly contributed to our knowledge and appreciation of American engineering and, particularly, American civil engineering.

Dr. Kemp has also been extremely active in the affairs of the American Society of Civil Engineers, particularly as it is related to the history and heritage of American civil engineers.  Dr. Kemp participated for seven years on the ASCE History and Heritage Committee and is a regular speaker at the ASCE Conventions and other functions.

I myself have been a member of ASCE for almost forty years and during that time I don’t believe that I have seen many, perhaps any, professionals that have contributed more to our understanding and appreciation of our shared profession.

It is with great pleasure that I endorse Dr. Emory Kemp to Honorary Membership of the Society.  Your approval of this award will bring great honor to Dr. Kemp, but also to the Society.

Thank you for the opportunity for receiving my views on this nomination.

Robert J. Kapsch   
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