






August 30, 2001








December 5, 2001







December 19, 2001








January 24, 2002
Illinois and Michigan Canal (IL)
      Illinois and Michigan Canal, was commenced in 1836, under authority of the state government.  It extends from a point on the south branch of (the) Chicago river, about five and a half miles from Chicago, along the valleys of the Chicago, Des Plaines and Illinois, to the head of steam-boat navigation on the latter river.  The main trunk is 96.35 miles in length, to which must be added 5.55 miles of river navigation along the south branch of (the) Chicago river, and a navigable feeder, 4 miles in length, from (the) Fox river; making a total length of 105.90 miles.  It is 6 feet deep; 60 feet wide at top water line, and will cost, according to the last estimate, $8,654,337.51.

      Although the canal is limited in extent, and free from the usual obstruction of hills and other elevations, the nature of the earth through which it is to pass, is such as to render its execution exceedingly laborious and expensive.  One section, about 7 miles in length, requires a cut 18 or 20 feet in  mean depth, through an indurated clay, and this is immediately succeeded by another of nearly similar depth through compact limestone, the whole presenting an extent of heavy excavation into solid rock or its equivalent, almost unparalled in the annals of canal making.  At a distance of 30 miles form the lake, the deep cutting terminates, and at the further distance of 6 miles, the canal makes its first descent from the lake level, by 2 locks, of 10 fete lift each.  Thence to its entrance into the Illinois, it maintains a nearly uniform descent.

      This, in many respects, is one of the most important canals in our country, and like most similar undertakings its advance, though steady, is very slow.  Tanner,  A Description of the Canals and Rail Roads of the United States, (1840).
Lockport (Will County) IL

Canal Boats at Lockport (Will County) IL

Old canal boats at Lockport, Ill’s.  Glass negative, 8 x 10 in.  Photographer not given.  Photographed between 1900 and 1905.  Part of the Detroit Publishing Company photographic collection (Library of Congress).  Library of Congress Call Number: LC-D4-42597<P&P>.

· HAER Collection:

Illinois and Michigan Canal, Lockport (Will County) IL

Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  HAER collection, HAER IL-16-A, includes nine (9) photographs:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “North side of the I & M Canal Public Landing, showing the Will County Historical Society ‘Pioneer Village.’” Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER IL-16-A, HAER, ILL,99-LOCK,2-1.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “I & M Canal Public Landing, showing portions of ‘Pioneer Village.’ ” Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER IL-16-A, HAER, ILL,99-LOCK,2-2.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “The I & M Canal Office, built in 1848, located in the 800 block of State Street, now the Will County Historical Society Museum. ” Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER IL-16-A, HAER, ILL,99-LOCK,2-3.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “The I & M Canal looking northwards, showing the Ninth Street Highway Bridge in the background. ” Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER IL-16-A, HAER, ILL,99-LOCK,2-4.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Ninth Street Highway Bridge, spanning the I&M Canal. ” Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER IL-16-A, HAER, ILL,99-LOCK,2-5.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “I & M Canal Lock #1, looking northwards.  The lock is located at Sixteenth Street, in Lockport. ” Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER IL-16-A, HAER, ILL,99-LOCK,2-6.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “I & M Canal Lock.  This may be a view of Lock # 1 looking south. ” Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER IL-16-A, HAER, ILL,99-LOCK,2-7.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Lock tender’s house for Lock # 1 (ca. 1850).  ” Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER IL-16-A, HAER, ILL,99-LOCK,2-8.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “I & M Canal Lock #2, located about one mile south of Lock #1, in Lockport. ” Illinois & Michigan Canal, Lockport, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  Historic American Engineering Record, Prints and Photographs Division, HAER IL-16-A, HAER, ILL,99-LOCK,2-9. 

Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity (Will County) IL
Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  The HABS collection, HABS IL-157, includes two drawings and nine photographs:

Drawings:

Earl H. Reed, District Officer; Richard Grant, Squad Leader, G. Piller, H. Sriver, J. Hill, delineators.  “Early Canal Locks, Illinois-Michigan Canal, Near Channahon, Illinois, Will County.” Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Location map, pencil on paper, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, Sheet 0 of 2.

Richard Grant, delineator. “Early Canal Locks, Illinois-Michigan Canal, Near Channahon, Illinois, Will County.” Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Plot showing Du Page River Dam and Locks 6 and 7, pencil on paper, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, Sheet 1 of 2.

Harold Hugh Sriver, delineator.  “Early Canal Locks, Illinois-Michigan Canal, Near Channahon, Illinois, Will County.” Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Lock: Longitudinal section, Plan Section “A-A,”, Section “B-B,”  Section “C-C,”  Typical Gate Leaf (Elevation); Valve Operating Levers: Plan, Elevation, Butterfly Valve; Lock Tender’s House: Plan; Typical Canal Barge: Elevation, pencil on paper, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, Sheet 2 of 2.

Photographs:
Photographer unidentified.  “Copy From an Old Photograph.”  Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative photocopy, undated.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, HABS ILL,99-CHA.V,1-1.
Harold Sriver, photographer.  “Open Lock Gates in Foreground (Looking North From Lock #6).”  Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, HABS ILL,99-CHA.V,1-2.
Harold Sriver, photographer.  “Lock House South Elevation and South Gate.”  Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, HABS ILL,99-CHA.V,1-3.

Harold Sriver, photographer.  “Gate – Lock No. 6.”  Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, HABS ILL,99-CHA.V,1-4.

Harold Sriver, photographer.  “Valve Control Lever on North-East Gate, Lock 6.”  Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, HABS ILL,99-CHA.V,1-5.

Harold Sriver, photographer.  “Lock No. 6, Valve Control Levers on Gate.”  Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, HABS ILL,99-CHA.V,1-6.

Harold Sriver, photographer.  “Valve Control Levers on West Gate.”  Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, HABS ILL,99-CHA.V,1-7.

Harold Sriver, photographer.  “Quoin Post  Connection Under Balance Beam, Lower Gates.”  Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, HABS ILL,99-CHA.V,1-8.

Harold Sriver, photographer.  “North East Elevation Lock House.”  Illinois and Michigan Canal, Locks and Lockhouses, Channahon Vicinity, Will County, IL.  Black and white film negative, 1936.  Historic American Buildings Survey, Prints and Photographs Division, HABS IL-157, HABS ILL,99-CHA.V,1-9.
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