H22(CHOH) 

October 19, 1999

Dr.  H. Marc Howell

8180 Stone Ridge Drive

Frederick, Maryland 21702

Dear Dr. Howell:

Thank you for your letter of September 16, 1999, concerning information on the Foxall (1801-1815) – Columbia (1816-1850) Foundry which was located near the current intersection of Canal and Foxhall Roads.

I am familiar with the site, having seen the ruins of what must have been a very impressive pre-Civil War industrial site.  In the winter, these ruins are, of course, very visible from the towpath.

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park does not own the land on which the Foxall-Columbia Foundry once stood and therefore we don’t have any records on this important historical site.   The records to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company are part of Record Group 79 which is made available to the public at Archives II, National Archives, College Park, Maryland.  But I am afraid that any reference to this industrial operation would be tangential.

I am afraid that I can only recommend to you the usual reference institutions for your research: the Peabody Room at the Georgetown Branch of the District of Columbia Library; the Washington Historical; Society at DuPont Circle; the Washingtoniana Room of the Martin Luther King Library, District of Columbia Library.

I am sorry that I could not provide you more definitive information on what is an extremely interesting and important site.  If you have further questions please feel free to contact Doug Stover, Historian, C & O Canal National Historical Park at 301-714-2231.   

Please accept my best wishes on your research.

Sincerely,

Douglas D. Faris

Superintendent

