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March 8, 2010

Mr. Thomas Grasso

Canal Society of New York State

233 Overbrook Road

Rochester, New York 14618

Dear Tom,

Thank you very much for your invitation to address the annual symposium of the Canal Society of New York.  Also, thank you for your hospitality on Friday night and for driving me to and from the airport (the Rochester International Airport is a zone of sanity compared to the Washington, D.C. area airports).

Per our discussion, I am enclosing a letter I sent to Ms. Michele Beilman regarding reimbursement of travel.  As you remember, I agreed to pay for hotel and incidental expenses if the Society would pay for the airline ticket to and from Baltimore-Washington Airport.  I suspect that the Society paid for my hotel room, $95 plus tax, in which case there is no reason to reimburse me for the airfare ($139.40 – MasterCard charge statement enclosed).

Also per our discussion, I am enclosing information on the American Academy at Rome (AAR).  Staying at the Academy is a very elegant way to see Rome and Italy.  The Academy is supported primarily by New Yorkers and is for the use of American academics like yourself who would like to further their study of Italy and Rome, perhaps on the subject of canals (the Romans had several canals, one between Rome and Naples and the other the canalization of the Tiber River to Ostia, the port of Rome).  Their library is quite superb.  It is best to book an apartment during the autumn months.

Again thank you for the wonderful hospitality that you extended to me on my recent visit to Rochester.  

