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Rcvd. From C. M. Williams

Government Island Report

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
      During the Fall of 1992, Stafford County resident Jane Henderson contacted C. M. Williams, Jr., Stafford County Administrator, inquiring as to whether the Stafford County government could purchase Government Island, for it was for sale.  Twelve years previously, she had researched and written an article about Government Island for a college class that recognized the island’s historical significance.  At that time, she helped save the island from development.  Ms. Henderson stated that Mr. Scouten had a very strong interest in preserving Government Island as an historic site, but knew of no source of funding to acquire the property, then offered for $400,000.  She was cognizant that Stafford owned part of Ferry Farm, the boyhood home of George Washington and Government Island, recognized that the White House and the United States Capitol surely had a nexus.  Mr. Williams immediately was aware of the national significance of Government Island and advised that he would approach the other three members of the Ferry Farm Committee to ascertain their interest.  At the time, the Washington property was administered buy a committee composed of Alvin Bandy, Ferris Belman, Sr. and Ray Smith, members of the Stafford Board of Supervisors, and C. M. Williams, Jr., the County Administrator.  The other three committee members also considered it a wonderful opportunity to have the resource preser4ved as a county property, but the Ferry Farm budget contained no funds to obtain other property.  After reading Ms. Henderson’s article, the other three committee members also considered it a wonderful opportunity.

      To amplify the historic importance of Government Island, Rex Scouten arranged with Jane Henderson for the Ferry Farm Committee to visit the White House.  Mr. Scouten conducted a tour of the Executive Mansion, which was timed to coincide with renovation and restoration of the exterior of the structure.  He pointed out the Aquia stone ornamental carving, and the texture of the sandstone.  The Committee’s interest in obtaining the island was enthusiastic and enhanced.

      A short time later, the Ferry Farm Committee was absorbed into the George Washington Boyhood Home Foundation and the nonprofit organization was consumed with funding for that project.  Due to the Government Island owner’s plans for the property that included, first, the subdivision for residential lots and then the threat of clear cutting the land, it became evident to the governing body of Stafford that the only solution for the national historical site was the acquistion by Stafford County.  Jane Henderson and C. M. Williams, Jr. met the owner on two occasions but were unsuccessful in negotiating terms for the sale.  The Baord of Supervisors subsequently appointed a committee composed of Ferris Belman, Sr. and Kenneth Mitchell, members of the Board, and C.M. Williams, Jr., the County Administrator, to negotiate the purchase, if possible.  A meeting was held in Richmond with the owner, but no conclusion was reached.  The County Administrator, with the approval of the Board of Supervisors, later made an offer to purchase the property for $200,000, which was accepted by the owbner, Frank Eck.  Government Island was deeded to Stafford County on August 19, 1998.  The property could not have been acquired without the support of and funding by the Staffpord Baord of Supervisors.  Those members who served during the period of acquisition, and who recognized the national historical significance of Government Island were Alvin Y. Bandy, Ferris M. Belman, Sr., Lindberg A. Fritter, Robert C. Gibbons, Kenneth T. Mitchell, Linda V. Musselman, and Lyle Ray Smith.  The current members of the Board who appointed the Government Island Committee and who have supported planning for the island are David R.. Beiler, Ferris M. Belman, Sr., Jack R. Cavalier, Peter J. Fields, Robert C. Gibbons, Kenneth T. Mitchell and Linda V. Muselman.

      C. M. Williams, Jr., the County Administrator and committee member, has been the staff person for the Government Island Committee and, as such, arranged the meetings, arranged the funding for planning, and provided the attendant administrative functions.
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