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GOOSE CREEK AND LITTLE RIVER NAVIGATION (VIRGINIA)
Companies have been incorporated for the purpose of improving the navigation of the Shenandoah, Catawba, Nottoway, Upper Banister, Tuckahoe, and South Anna; Coal, Smith’s, Cowpasture, Goose, North Anna, and Pamunkey rivers.  Tanner, A Description of the Canals and Rail Roads of the United States, (1840).
The Goose Creek and Little River Navigation was chartered in 1832 and existed until dissolved in 1857.  It was developed for the purpose of improving the Goose Creek and Little River in Loudon County, Virginia, so that commerce could proceed down these waterways and connect with the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal at inlet locks immediately below Lock 25 (Edward’s Ferry, Montgomery County, Maryland)  -- a twenty (20) mile slackwater navigation.  The best remaining physical evidence of this navigation is Clapham’s Double Lock, considered the best preserved and most significant canal structure in the State of Virginia.  It exists on Goose Creek immediately upriver of the Potomac River.  The engineers for this river navigation were General William Gibbs McNeil (1801-1853) and J. H. Alexander.  The contractor who was probably responsible for Clapham’s Double Lock was James Roach of Alexandria, Virginia.  Although Chesapeake and Ohio Company President Charles E. Mercer (a resident of Aldie, Virginia, at the head of Little River), intended to assist in the undertaking of this river navigation by authorizing the survey of the route by Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Assistant Engineer William Mathews, in 1832,
 it wasn’t until 1849 that work began.  When completed, only one full size canal boat traversed the nine locks that comprised the Goose Creek and Little Falls Navigation.

Clapham’s Double Lock
Goose Creek & Little River Navigation: Double Lock, Mouth of Goose Creek at Potomac River, Leesburg Vicinity, Loudon County, Virginia.  HAER Collection (HAER VA-39) includes three drawings:

14-001.

C. J. Sotera, delineator.  “Goose Creek & Little River Navigation: Clapham’s Double Lock (1850), Mouth of Goose Creek at Potomac River, Loudon County, Virginia.”   Goose Creek & Little River Navigation: Double Lock, Mouth of Goose Creek at Potomac River, Leesburg Vicinity, Loudon County, Virginia.  Clapham’s Double Lock:  Title Sheet, Location Plan, Conjectural Drawing, ink on polyester film, 1985  HAER, P & P, HAER VA-39, Sheet 1 of 3.
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C. J. Sotera, delineator.  “Goose Creek & Little River Navigation: Clapham’s Double Lock (1850), Mouth of Goose Creek at Potomac River, Loudon County, Virginia.” Goose Creek & Little River Navigation: Double Lock, Mouth of Goose Creek at Potomac River, Leesburg Vicinity, Loudon County, Virginia.  North Wall Elevation, Plan, South Wall Elevation, ink on polyester film, 1985  HAER, P & P, HAER VA-39, Sheet 2 of 3.
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C. J. Sotera, delineator.  “Goose Creek & Little River Navigation: Clapham’s Double Lock (1850), Mouth of Goose Creek at Potomac River, Loudon County, Virginia.”  Goose Creek & Little River Navigation: Double Lock, Mouth of Goose Creek at Potomac River, Leesburg Vicinity, Loudon County, Virginia.  Plan, Profiles of Lock Chambers, Sections and Details, ink on polyester film, 1985  HAER, P & P, HAER VA-39, Sheet 3 of 3.
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