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Foreward
The Monocacy Aqueduct of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal: Its Planning, Design, Construction, Use and Rehabilitation

(Provisional title)
      On May 21, 2005, friends of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park will gather on the bank of the Monocacy River to rededicate the most outstanding engineering achievement of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, the Monocacy Aqueduct.  The rededication of this aqueduct was the conclusion of an eleven year effort by hundreds of men and women to rehabilitate, stabilize and restore this important icon of American history.  Approximately $6 million was spent to insure that the Monocacy Aqueduct would survive another two hundred years or so into the future.  How this aqueduct came to be built and why hundreds of people thought it was important to preserve, is the subject of this book.
      When the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company initiated the canal in 1828 it was the intention of Company President (and Congressman) Charles Mercer and Chief Engineer Benjamin Wright that this new canal would be the finest canal in the United States.  Eleven aqueducts would be required to bring the canal from Georgetown to Cumberland, Maryland.  The Monocacy Aqueduct would be, by far, the largest of the eleven.  Instead of a ferry crossing or a wooden trestle, the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company intended the Monocacy Aqueduct to be a statement about the canal, and about the future of America.  When the Monocacy Aqueduct was completed, in 1833, it was considered one of the finest engineering structures to have been built in either America or Europe.  This distinction wouldn’t last long.  The completion of the Monocacy Aqueduct was the leading edge of the industrial revolution in America.  Larger and more wonderful structures would be built in the coming decades.  Nonetheless, the Monocacy Aqueduct represents a beautiful benchmark of that revolution and what that revolution would do to America.  
      The years progressed and time took its toll on the Monocacy Aqueduct.  By 1994 it appeared that we might lose this fine structure through neglect and floods.  An impressive coalition came together to save this aqueduct.  This coalition was composed of a First Lady, Senators, Congressmen and Congresswomen, councilmen and women, members of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Association, the American Society of Civil Engineers, and numerous other organizations.  This coalition, working with National Park Service management, developed a plan on how to preserve the aqueduct and how to fund that preservation.  It took eleven long years, but the preservation was completed by May 21, 2005.

      Within the National Park Service we talk much  about the need of public-private partnerships.  The preservation of the Monocacy Aqueduct provides an excellent example of what we can jointly accomplish when we work toward a common end.  I am very pleased to have been a part of that effort.
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