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Farmington Canal (CT)
      Farmington Canal, commences at New Haven, passes along the valleys of Mill creek and Farmington river, and intersects the north line of the state in the town of Suffield, where it unites with the Hampshire and Hampden Canal of Massachusetts.  Length 56 miles; general course nearly north; 36 feet wide at top; 20 at bottom; and 4 feet deep; locks, 80 by 12 feet in the clear; cost $600,000. Tanner, A Description of the Canals and Rail Roads of the United States, (1840).
      Farmington Canal.  This extends 58 miles to the northern border of Connecticut, where it continued another 20 miles in Massachusetts, to Northampton on the Connecticut River, by the Hampshire-Hamden Canal … This canal was completed in 1828 and cost $600,000. Its total fall amounts to 218 feet.  The surface width is 36 feet, the depth 4 feet; lock chambers are 80 feet long and 12 feet wide.  The locks are made of wood.  At the beginning of the canal in New Haven is a basin covering 20 acres.

      The canal from New Haven to Northampton, 78 miles in length, was constructed to compete with navigation on the Connecticut River.  This undertaking must be regarded as a total failure.  Traffic on it is so meager that revenues scarcely suffice to cover expenses.  Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner,  Die inner Communicationen, (Early American Railroads) (1842-1843).
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13-001.
Unidentified delineator, “Farmington Canal Company, Profile 1 of the Farmington canal and of the Hampshire and Hampden canal, from Northampton to New Haven, by the canal … from Northampton to Hartford by Connecticut River.”  A longitudinal profile beginning with New Haven and connecting at the Connecticut/Massachusetts State Line with the Hampshire and Hampden Canal (“From Northampton to New Haven by the Canal, eighty seven miles, Rise and Fall, five hundred and twenty feet by sixty Locks”).  Shown below this profile is the profile of the Connecticut River navigation between Hartford and Northampton.  Inset: “Profile 2.  Showing in one view the Number of Locks from Northampton t New Haven and from Northampton to Hartford.”  Farmington Canal, Connecticut; Hampshire and Hampden Canal, Massachusetts; and Connecticut River Navigation, Connecticut/Massachusetts.  Printed plan with accompanying text, 1835.  Main book collection, TC624 .C8P7.
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