







May 15, 2003

Memorandum

To:

Deputy Director, National Park Service

Through:
Chief, Office of International Affairs

Through:
Regional Director, National Capital Region

From: 

Senior Scholar in Historic Architecture and Historic Engineering, National 



Park Service

Subject: 
Travel to the United Kingdom (3 September 2003 to 27 September 2003)
to Attend 2003 Worlds Canals Conference, to Undertake Research at the British Waterways Archives at Ellesmere and Gloucester, at Ironbridge Institute, and the Archives of the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

I am requesting permission to attend the 2003 World Canals Conference to be held in Edinburgh (23 September 2003 to 27 September 2003) and to undertake research at the British Waterways Archives at Ellesmere and Gloucester, at Ironbridge Institute and at the Archives of the Institution of Civil Engineers. Period of travel will be from 3 September 2003 to 27 September 2003.  
The World Canals Conference is the leading conference dedicated to the history, interpretation and development of historic waterways throughout the world.  Because of the National Capital Region’s role as custodian of one of the finest examples of an historic canal, the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal – itself a host of a former World Canals Conference – National Capital Region participation is crucial in this conference.  The World Canal Conference brings together the leading authorities in the operation, management, funding and future direction of canals throughout the world.  This coming World Canals Conference will be my third such World Canals Conference and was the type of activity envisioned under the legal agreement that provides funding for such activities.
While in England, it will be cost-effective to continue the research undertaken last September by visiting the British Waterways Archives at Ellesmere and Gloucester, the archives at Ironbridge Institute, the archives at the Institution of Civil Engineers and similar institutions for information on the history and development of canal engineering, particularly as it applies to American canals.  This information will be used in forthcoming publications, specifically Illustrated History of American Canals and others currently being developed by this office.  These activities were also envisioned by the legal agreement and are a continuation of the work begun in 2002.
Activities undertaken in this trip will be in accordance with those activities envisioned and authorized by the legal agreement which provides funding for such activities and under the general authority to the National Park Service provided by the Historic Sites Act of 1935 (16 U.S.C. 461 et seq.).
In accordance with U.S. Department of Interior policy, no annual leave will be taken in conjunction with this trip.

Travel expenses for this trip will be borne by the National Institute of Buildings Sciences (NIBS), under cooperative agreement to the National Capital Region, National Park Service.

This travel has been included on the list of the approved foreign travel which the National Capital Region and the National Park Service have previously submitted to the Assistant Secretary.

I respectfully request that this trip be approved.

I concur:

______________________________________      Date: _________________________

Regional Director

I do not concur:

______________________________________      Date: __________________________

Regional Director

