







April 2, 2003

Memorandum

To:

Deputy Director, National Park Service

Through:
Chief, Office of International Affairs

Through:
Regional Director, National Capital Region

From: 

Senior Scholar in Historic Architecture and Historic Engineering, National 



Park Service

Subject: 
Travel to the United Kingdom (19 June 2003 to 30 June 2003) to Attend 



Joint Session of American Society of Civil Engineers and Institution of

Civil Engineers on Early Railroad Engineering and Significant British Engineering Sites

I am requesting permission to attend the joint meeting of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) and Newcomen Society on early railroad engineering (with emphasis on Stephenson) to be held at ICE Headquarters in London and to participate in an ASCE/ICE tour of significant engineering sites throughout U,.K.  Period of travel will be from 19 June 2003 to 30 June 2003.  This trip has been included on the list of foreign travel which we have submitted to the Assistant Secretary.

ASCE and ICE are American and British professional organizations of civil engineers representing 200,000 engineers.  The Newcomen Society is an old organization focused on the history of technology. 

As you know, the National Park Service has a long involvement with ASCE, due primarily to our stewardship of historic engineering sites, such as the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, Potomac Canal, etc.  The National Park Service has been the recipient of engineering expertise donated by members of ASCE, such as the monitoring and analysis project at the Monocacy Aqueduct, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, and has been the recipient of numerous awards provided by ASCE to NPS.  Our interaction with ASCE has greatly assisted us in achieving our mission, particularly in relationship to difficult engineering questions such as one experiences on historic engineering sites.  The subject activities involved in this travel is by invitation of ASCE/ICE and is an extension of my activities on the ASCE History and Heritage Committee, presentation to the ASCE/ICE Millennium Conference in Edinburgh in 2000 and similar activities.  To miss these activities would be to miss a significant opportunity in preservation of significant engineering structures.
In accordance with U.S. Department of Interior policy, no annual leave will be taken in conjunction with this trip.

Travel expenses for this trip will be borne by the National Institute of Buildings Sciences (NIBS), under cooperative agreement to the National Capital Region, National Park Service.

I respectfully request that this trip be approved.

I concur:

______________________________________      Date: _________________________

Regional Director

I do not concur:

______________________________________      Date: __________________________

Regional Director

