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Delaware and Schuylkill Canal (PA)
      A company was incorporated several years ago by the state of Pennsylvania, for opening a canal from Norristown, on the river Schuylkill, to the tide water of the Delaware at Philadelphia. The distance is sixteen miles, the fall fifty-three feet, and the canal deriving its water from the Schuylkill, would have carried on a level to Philadelphia, and its descent to the Delaware supplied the city with water, and the shipping with docks. The expense had been estimated at 533,000 dollars; the work was commenced, one third part of the digging effected, and a considerable sum expended. But, either from want of funds, or from an improper selection of the ground, or from other causes, not fully understood, the undertaking, if not altogether abandoned, has been suspended for several years.

      This canal was intended as the first link of an extensive western communication. The Schuylkill, from Norristown to Reading, forty-six miles higher up the river, being navigable a great portion of the year, was considered as the next link.

[U. S. Secretary of Treasury, Albert Gallatin], Report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the Subject of Roads and Canals; Made in Pursuance of A Resolution of the Senate, March 2, 1807, (Washington: 1808), reprinted January 2, 1822 by the U. S. Congress and in 1968 (New York: Augustus M. Kelley, Publishers, 1968), 40.
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Robert Morris was President of both the Schuylkill & Susquehanna Navigation Company and the Delaware and Schuylkill Canal Company.
