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DEDICATION
      Many people were responsible for the preservation and stabilization of the Monocacy Aqueduct, Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park.  But one individual stands out.  Without the leadership of Douglas Dwight Faris, Superintendent of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park, it is clear that the Monocacy Aqueduct would not have been preserved.

      This book tells the history of the planning, design, construction and use of the Monocacy Aqueduct.  But it also tells the story of the effort that led to its preservation.  That latter story begins in 1994 when Doug Faris accepted the challenge to preserve this landmark.  There were many reasons why he could have neglected its preservation: the price tag at that time was placed at $32 million, totally out of reach for any National Park Service appropriation; shortly after initiating the effort his park was devastated by two major floods and Doug had his hands full with restoring the entire park; and few within the Park Service believed that he could preserve the structure.

      Doug persevered.  He put together a public-private coalition that proved unstoppable.  Eleven years after he initiated the Monocacy Aqueduct preservation effort, the Monocacy Aqueduct, one of the truly outstanding engineering structures from America’s canal era, is preserved for another several hundred years.  Unfortunately Doug did not see the fruit of his efforts.  He died in 2004 of cancer, having retired after a very distinguished career of thirty years in the National Park Service.

      This book is dedicated to the memory of Douglas Dwight Faris, Superintendent of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park, 1994-2003.  

