






February 24, 2007

District of Columbia Humanities Council

Dear sir or ma’am,

I am writing to affirm my willingness to participate in the project proposed by Mr. Steve Dryden to develop a history of Peirce Mill in Rock Creek Park, Washington, D. C.  I am willing to serve as a reviewer and/or advisor for this worthwhile project.

It is my understanding that the District of Columbia Humanities Council requires a humanities expert or local expert to be involved in projects such as proposed by Mr. Dryden.  Should you desire, I would be willing to submit by Vitae for your review.  A summary of that Vitae is as follows:

· Book projects: Recent book projects have included CANALS (W. W. Norton, 2004); Monocacy Aqueduct on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal (Medley Press, 2005); The Potomac Canal: George Washington and the Waterway to the West (West Virginia University Press, summer 2007); Seneca, Maryland: Its History and Preservation (Medley Press, autumn 2007); Canals of South Carolina (University of South Carolina Press, currently under peer review).  The manuscript I am working on now is Construction History of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.
· Washington, D. C. history projects: Specific projects undertaken on subjects in and around Washington, D. C. include: “A Labor History of the Construction and Reconstruction of The White House, 1793-1817,” (unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of Maryland, 1993); “Blacks and the Construction of the White House, 1793-1800,” (American Vision Magazine, 1995); “The Construction of the Potomac Aqueduct (1833-1841): Pier Construction in Deep Water Conditions,” (Proceedings of the First International Congress on Construction History, Madrid, 2003); and numerous others.  Projects undertaken for the National Park Service included Peirce Mill Historic Structures Report; Georgetown Dry-Wall Retaining Walls; Fort Washington Stabilization and numerous others.  As Chief of the Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record (HABS/HAER) -- 1980-1995, I was responsible for the documentation of numerous historic structures throughout Washington, D. C.
A summary of my career is contained in recent editions of Who’s Who in America.

I look forward to working with Mr. Dryden on this important project.
Robert J. Kapsch
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