






April 7, 2007

Ms. Rebecca A. Cooper

Manager of Reader Services

The Society of Cincinnati

Anderson House

2118 Massachusetts Avenue, N. W.

Washington, D.C. 20008

Dear Rebecca,

Thank you for your help on my research on James Brindley and Christopher Myers last Thursday, April 5, 2007.  Like John Christian Senf, they were early canal engineers that had served in the Revolution.  I also very much appreciated the Xerox of the sale of the Certificate of appointment of John Christian Senf to the Order of Cincinnati in 1785.  It would be very interesting to know where it has been for the last several hundred years.  I did not think Senf had a family.

As promised, I am including material on James Brindley that you may wish to include in your vertical files.  Brindley was the nephew of the famous English canal engineer of the same name.  His first project was here in Washington, at Little Falls.  The material that I have sent to you was taken from the Internet in 2002.  The last time I looked it was no longer posted on the Internet.  The author, Yvonne E. Long, is a descendent of James Brindley’s.  She spent considerable time putting this material together and I do not believe it is available anywhere else.  I helped her with the canal engineering aspects.  As we discussed, Brindley had breakfast with Washington and Lafayette the morning of the Battle of Brandywine (page 6).  Later he joined the State militia (page 8) and still later became an officer.  But, as you pointed out to me, because he was in the state militia he would not have been eligible for membership in the Society of Cincinnati and is therefore not listed in your roster.

Should you run across any additional information on Senf, Myers or Brindley, I would very much like to see it.

I will call you to set up a time when we can do a tour of the ballroom at the Townsend Mansion.  Between Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Townsend, Massachusetts Avenue was quote a neighborhood in the early twentieth century.  We are completing our plans to restore the ballroom, which is the most beautiful room in Mrs. Townsend’s house.  I think you would be interested in the project.  I would also be interested in meeting your curator of the Anderson House.  

Again thank you for your help and for sharing your knowledge with me on the early years of the Republic.

With best wishes.

Robert J. Kapsch

