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Conewago Canal (PA)
      It is a justice peculiarly due to the CONTRACTORS for opening a CANAL at the FALLS of CONEWAGO, in the river Susquehannah, publicly to announce the completion of their important undertaking, and to acknowledge from actual observations, that the work appears to be an HONOUR to the STATE, as well as a lasting MONUMENT of their enterprise, skill and integrity.

______, Account of the Conewago-Canal, on the river Susquehanna, (1798), 15.

      Conewago Canal -- passing a fall of the same name on the Susquehanna River, is 2½ miles in length. Lockage, 21 feet.

______, Mitchell’s Compendium of the Internal Improvements of the United States; (1835), 38

      This river [i.e. the Susquehanna] has no perpendicular or altogether impassable falls: but, from the head of the tide up to the Pennsylvania line, a distance of ten miles, the navigation is impeded by a succession of dangerous rapids; and these, though occasionally separated by sheets of smooth water, continue forty miles higher up, at least as far as Columbia; the whole fall from this place to the head of the tide, being estimated at 140 feet. The navigation through that distance, at all times dangerous, is practicable only during the high freshets, when rafts and flat-bottomed boats, eighty feet long and seventeen feet wide, may descend from the several widely extended upper branches of the river. Less dangerous falls are found at the place where it breaks through the Blue Ridge; above which the natural navigation from Middletown upwards, whether up the Juniata, the West Branch, or the East Branch, is much better than of the Potomac, and has been improved at several places at the expense of the state of Pennsylvania. A canal, one mile long, and four feet deep, with two brick locks, has also been opened around the Conewago falls, in the gap of the Blue Ridge, fourteen thousand dollars having been paid for that object by the same state. Its entrance is difficult, and it is used for water works, free for navigation, though private property.

[U. S. Secretary of Treasury, Albert Gallatin], Report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the Subject of Roads and Canals; Made in Pursuance of A Resolution of the Senate, March 2, 1807, (Washington: 1808), reprinted January 2, 1822 by the U. S. Congress and in 1968 (New York: Augustus M. Kelley, Publishers, 1968), 28-29.
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