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Paw Paw Tunnel Chronology

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
1835 – Morris suggests “Devil’s Eyebrow” region across from Doe Gully, WV as possible location of a canal tunnel.

1835, End of – Attention shifted to Paw Paw Bends as location for tunnel.

1835, November 16 – Morris submits recommendation and cost estimate to Fisk for Paw Paw Tunnel.

1835, December 19 – Fisk submits letter recommending a double tunnel at Paw Paw Bends to C & O Canal President and Directors.

1835, December 21 -  Fisk’s report considered by President and Board of Directors.  Without much debate the Board approves construction of tunnel and preparation of detailed plans.

1836, February 10 – Fisk submits plan and specifications and Board approves them.

1836, February 17 – Board solicits proposals from prospective contractors.

1836, March 15 – Board considers some proposals submitted for tunnel and “deep cuts.”
 

1836, April 6 – Board approves contract with Lee Montgomery
 – had constructed a tunnel on the Dansville and Pottsville Railroad.
  Date of completion was set for July 1, 1838.

1836, June – Montgomery begins work on Paw Paw Tunnel.

1836, December 1 – Morris submits plan on contract for tunnel to Fisk.

1836, December 28 – Montgomery submits letter to Fisk on problems getting skilled labor for tunnel.

1837, August 26 – Montgomery reports he has 250 men working on tunnel and related construction.
 Work was averaging ten to twelve feet per week (compared to seven to eight feet a day by a single hand earlier reported by the Board).  Montgomery was having financial problems.
1837, August 30 – Board advances Montgomery $2,500 – not enough to substantially help him.

1838, February 15 – Morris writes Fisk that Montgomery stands “upon the brink of insolvency.”

1838, February 21 – Morris writes Fisk, “I am receiving notice of riotous movements…”

1838, February 18 – Morris writes Fisk that riots may occur due to non-payment of the 400 workers at Paw Paw Tunnel.

1838, April 11 – Board approved $1.40/cu. yard for rock excavated but nothing additional for earth excavation and an advance of $25,000.  Trouble was temporarily avoided.

1838, early – Riots broke out.

1838, May 1 – 529 linear feet of tunnel driven, of 3,118 feet total.

1838, May 8 – General Ortho Williams receives letter from Charles Fisk, C & O Canal, that 180 unemployed canal workers are at Prather’s Neck, they had been there for three weeks, that threats have been made to injure Company property and that Fisk thought that difficulties would arise in the next couple of days, perhaps tomorrow.
 General Ortho H. Williams replies that he could not order out troops unless required to do so by three Justices of Peace.

1838, May – General strike along most of construction line.  Militia responded and seized 140 kegs of powder.

1838, June 14 – General Ortho H. Williams receives requisition from three Justices of the Peace to order out troops.

1838, June 15 – Colonel Fitzhugh, on orders of General Ortho H. Williams, proceeds to Clear Spring, near “Prathers Neck,” but his officers couldn’t induce the men (volunteer militia) to muster and that gave encouragement to the rioters.

1838, June 16 – General Ortho Williams successful in sending 40 troops (out of original 160) from Hagerstown which was joined by a small force from Colonel Wolf’s Regiment and Capt. Barnes’ Calvary.  They met little or no opposition, arrested only one man and took control of 140 kegs of powder.

1838, June 21 – Plan of a Railway for Athey’s Hollow – see 5 x 8 cards.
1838, Latter part of June – Rioting broke out at the tunnel and contractor was authorized to discharge all hands and suspend construction.
  
1838, August 1 – Action taken to discharge 130 workers and “black-list” them, most from the tunnel.

1838, November 28 – Ellwood Morris to reports to Chief Engineer Charles Fisk the number of men killed and wounded due to accidents with the hoisting machinery at Shafts B & D:



Killed & Wounded



Shaft B
2 killed  2 wounded



Shaft D
4 killed  0 wounded
He adds, “The 3 men killed yesterday were in shaft D.”

1839, June – Status – 1,984 feet of tunnel has been driven – 1,134 feet remain.  Total length is 3,118 feet.

1839, August 11 – Sunday morning, early.  Irish workers attach “Dutch” worker while they are asleep and drive them off.  Fourteen men wounded, some severely.  Workers made escape by swimming the river.  One man shot at while in river.  Only one instance of the violence.

1839, August 15 – Two Allegany County justices of the peace demanded General Ortho H. Williams order out the troops to quiet the “insurrection.”

1839, August 18 – Governor William Grason authorizes General Ortho H. Williams to muster the militia.

1839, August 22 – Colonel Thurston sends George W. Haller and G.W. Reid to obtain information about the riot desired by General Ortho H. Williams.

1839, August 27 – Colonel Thurston marches with 150 men (from Cumberland).
  “Two riotous and unlicensed houses were destroyed,” 40 or 50 shanties and shops destroyed (as identified by Fisk), 120 weapons captured and destroyed, 26 arrested (one was killed, accidentally).

1839, October – Ellwood Morris advertises for a contractor to make bricks.

1839, November 21 –Ellwood Morris advertises for a contractor to provide 1 million bricks to be delivered at south portal, Paw Paw Tunnel.

1840, May – Only 94 linear feet of tunnel to be driven.
  
1840, June 3 – Heading were driven through to a junction.

1841, April 13 – Ellwood Morris resigns.

1842, beginning – Montgomery economic situation was hopeless.

1842, end of – All work came to an end.
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