






December 7, 2007
Bibliography
Chenango Canal (NY)
· McFee, Michele, Limestone Locks and Overgrowth: The Rise and Descent of the Chenango Canal, (Fleischmann’s, NY: Purple Mountain Press, 1996).

Robert Kapsch








February 17, 2011

Subject Files

Chemung Canal, New York -- Link with Pennsylvania Canal System
      The purpose of the North Branch Extension was to link the Pennsylvania canal system with that of New York, through two New York canals: the Chenango Canal and the Chemung Canal:

      One of the great objects in view of authorizing the extension of the North ranch division, from Lackawanna to the State line, was to form a connexion with the canals of that State, and open a new market, and another outlet for the anthracite coal of the Wyoming valley. A connexion may be made with the Chenango canal at Birmingham in Broome County, in that state. Birmingham is a flourishing town at the mouth of the Chenango river -- the termination of the Chenango canal. This canal forms a connexion between the Susquehanna at Birmingham and the Erie canal at Utica, and is about ninety-six miles in length. The distance between Binghamton to the State line near Athens, is forty miles.

      A connexion may also be had by the way of the Chemung valley, and of made, would form a junction with the Chemung canal at Elmira, and with the Erie canal at Montezuma; the distance would be about twenty miles.


      The Chemung Canal begins at the tip of Seneca Lake, near Havannah, and extends as far as Elmira on the Chemung River; the distance is 23 miles. A navigable feeder canal, however, extends from Corning to Horseheads, the highest elevation on the canal. It is 16 miles in length, so that the entire canal measures 39 miles. This canal has 3 aqueducts, 5 cuts, and 76 bridges. Fifty-two locks, built of wood, overcome a rise and fall of 516 feet. Construction began in 1830 and was completed in 1833. The canal links the navigable waterways of Pennsylvania with those of New York. The distance between Elmira and Albany by way of this canal, Seneca Lake, the Seneca & Cayuga Canal, and the Erie Canal, is 326 miles, whereas the direct route measures a mere 194 miles. Construction expenses for this canal totaled $331,694. Survey work has already been carried out to extend it from Elmira to the Pennsylvania border.

      The Chenango Canal leaves the Erie Canal in the city of Utica. It follows a southwesterly course, eventually reaching the valley of the Chenango River, whose course it follows to Binghamton, on the Susquehanna River. The total length is 97 miles. From Utica the rise amounts to 706 feet, and the fall between the river junction and Binghamton is 303 feet. This gives a total of 1,009 feet, overcome by means of 116 locks, of which 5 are made entirely of stone and the rest of stone and wood. The length of the feeder canal totals 17 miles. The entire route of the canal includes 19 aqueducts, 52 cuts, 162 bridges, and 12 weirs. The section of the canal with the highest elevation receives water from 7 reservoirs built for this purpose. Construction of this canal began in 1833 and was completed in 1838. The construction expenses ran to $2,316,000. As of 1838, surveys were being undertaken for an extension from Birmingham along the Susquehanna to the border of Pennsylvania, where it will connect with the North Branch Canal in that state.
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