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APPENDIX 





(To Chapter 2)

The Petition of Captain George Pointer




    September 1829

To the President and directors of the

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal

Gentlemen ---

      I Pray you to read the memorial and humble petition of an old and Obscure Citizen, I was born in the year A.D. 1773, 11th of October in Frederick County Maryland.  I was born a Slave and continued on for 19 Years, a part of which time I had the honor of being with the engineer and directors of the old Potomack Canal Company, during that period, I had the good fortune to get in the good graces of my master the engineer and the Company, having been well recommended by the engineer and directors for the faithful Services rendered them by me, my master Told me, that if I would pay him 300 $ In a givin time that I Should be my Own man, Which I did out of the Hard earnings I Received from the company.
 I at that period Occupied the place where my Little humble cottage now Stands
, Being given to me by the Directors and Company in 1787 – the Chief engineer as well as I can Recollect was Mr. John Smith
 from Scotland Whom General Washington as I Learnt employed to explore the Route of the Potomack Canal, it fell to my Lot to be his Servant during the period of the Exploration, as well as I can Recollect.  Col. Gilpin
 of Alexandria was one of the directors.  Col. Herbert Lawyer Ruth (sp?) and Col. Fitzgeralds.
  Mr. Banhorn (sp?) Paymaster.  Yearly in the month of October General Washington would come to view the progress of the works and well I recollect that every Squad of workmen he passed, he would give a dollar to, and I also will well Recollect that the Sections contained Two miles ¾ and ten Rods (i.e. the Little Falls bypass canal).  I continued in that way during Mr. Smiths time.  Mr. Harbaugh
 was chosen Mr. Smiths Successor.  I then was turned over to him and continued with him until the Lower canal was finished
, and then went on wit him to the Great falls.  I continued with him till Capt. Myers took his place as engineer,
 I was Directed by him to take charge of five Boats that was to Run the free stone from Seneca to the Great falls From day to day for the use of the Locks; Which duty it was well known I Executed faithfully and to the Satisfaction of Capt Myers and the Company.  After the death of Capt. Myers Mr. Harbaugh took charge again, at that time the Lower Locks was under way; in the mean time flour came down so plentifully that warehouses was established for the Reception of Produce in the meantime a machine was got under way to Lower the flour down for the boats to take it down as the Locks was not yet finished, We then made a way from the falls to Sandy Landing For the Purpose of hawling boats down.  To get them up to the machine to get the flour to convey (sp?) down!  At that time there was exchange among the directors, the new Engineer was Col. Dickens, the next Genl. John Mason, next Mr. Templeman
 and Mr. John Laird
; the flour and Other produce came down So Profusely that the Company thought it expedient that Bitotz (sp?) Should be chosen to carry the western boats down, four was chosen and among them was your Petitioner humble Servant, -- in that capacity We continued for two Seasons, after Which time they could With Little help make out for themselves, At the Same Time the company Knowing that the boats would be Laden with a Return Cargo I was ordered to take some hands on the Bed of the River for the purpose of making walls etc. for boats to Return at that time.  Mr. Harbaugh was about finishing the Lower Locks, after they were finished I went to Boating for myself and continued in that capacity until new directors were appointed and an engineer also, who was Mr. Josias Thompson, the Directors were then Genl. John Mason, Mr. Jonah Thompson, Col. Elie Williams and Mr. Icno (?) Lana (?);  then entered with Mr. Thompson in the Erection of the New Locks at the Little Falls, Mr. Thompson went after that to Explore the River Antietum in order to ascertain whether it was navigable for Boats to come down in the Potomack; After that the directors thought it expedient that the Potomack Should be explored as there was a number of obstructions that hindered the passage of boats up and down also; I was chosen by Mr. Thompson to Superintend the hands in removing the Obstructions and making a good way For the passage of Boats.  Which was Executed diligently and to the Satisfaction of him by me.  I next went with the Directors and engineer to the Shenandoah River, I was left by Mr. Thompson to Superintend the navigation of that River Such as Removing dams and fish potts and many time Run the Risk of Loosing my Life by the inhabitants in the absence of the Company for having Removed the Same for the passage of boats agreeable to the direction of the engineer and Directors.  We finished there and Returned Back after that was completed, Col. Williams and Mr. Thompson Left this place for the Relocation of the Cumberland Road to Wheeling.  Before they Started they called on me to meet the board that had assembled at the Union Tavern.  They then told the board that they thought Inexpedient to employ any engineer on the Potomack as I had had experience enough to Superintend any work on the Potomack that-they might-want-done.  Consequently I was named by Mr. Henry Foxall
 to Superintend any work that might be wanting and upon his adoption I was appointed to Superintend a Parcel of hands for the purpose at-that-time of building a wall to throw the water in the canal at the Great falls for boats to come down in Low water; it was finished to the utmost satisfaction of the Board, I next was ordered to Seneca with 30 hands and made a wall to throw the water into Seneca Canal; I then commenced Running free Stone from Seneca to the Little Locks that were then building; in Running the Stone above mentioned on a certain day there was a parcel of boats fast in Seneca Falls with marble for the Capitol;
 I could not get by consequently I had to Run Out Side.  Unfortunately my boat Struck. I was precipitated out of her, and a broken Leg was the issue of it.  I Staid in that Situation for days Without medical aid, I However Saved the cargo and got it down Safe to the Little Falls its place of destination; Next there was a complaint lodged by the Inhabitants of Cumberland, specifying that the Inhabitants on the margin of the River had Obstructed in great measure the passage of Boats both down and up by building fish Potts; I was ordered by the Company to get hands, go up and Tear all down that – in any manner damed the water So as to obstruct the passage of boats.  I went with hands and out of 73 fish potts I pulled down 44 the Rest I conceived a benefit – as they backed the water.  I came down and was Summoned before the board to give an account of what I had done.  After my Statement was given in It was approved of by the board, at that Time I asked Liabe (Sp?) of the board to build me Some fish potts out Side of the navigation of the Potomack near the Spout-of the Little Falls, they thought-it-was wrong to grant me that Liberty in as much as I had been employed by the company to tear down a number that-had been established above on the Potomack, but they being informed and Knowing at the Same time-if they granted me the Liberty that-it-could not effect the navigation in no Respect; Immediately granted me the Liberty of doing so, Which I completed after Eight hard years Labour, it was not Known at that time that the Spout of the Little falls could be Run by boats and if it could my dam would not of been any obstruction, I Commenced building and as I have said Before completed them in 8 years.  Your petitioner has had the use of them for only 3 years the cost of building them was at least 400 $ the fish that was Taken in them was carried to the markets of Geo Town and Washington – and they have not paid him he only having the use of them for three years One half what they cost him the foregoing fish potts It (?) with, than cost me So much Labour and money have been Taken down by Mr. McCord’s workmen and the Stone of which has been put in his wall:  I Spoke to Mr. McCord about Destroying me in that manner, and his answer to me was that I was injured considerably by it but he could not help it, and that the company ought to compensate me for (?) indeed and that my only course to pursue was to apply to the company for Redress and I do hope that in the plentitude of their wealth that they will Remunerate me for the Same, as they would of  added (?) in equal degree to the Support of myself and an aged and distressed Family, also the Shap Spring Island which is no more for me as the wall that was built opposite Mr. D. Bapards (?) Section Shutz me out entirely from it.

I made on the Same Island yearly from 12 to 14 Barrells of corn, but alas it is for me no more at all; For Gods Sake Remunerate me for the Loss I have Sustained By it Which was almost our all.

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal is drawing near my Little Cottage that I have occupied for 43 years unmolested with an aged Wife and Some offspring but alas none Left to assist us.

I do trust in God the giver of all things, that if the new Company does Dispossess us from our Little Humble Cottage, that hitherto has not not been a detriment to the old Canal Company nor anybody Living and which was given to me, that they will give me Some Little place adjacent to the new Canal, that they may upon it Support themselves for the few days that they have to breathe upon this earth ----- Which is but few.

God has prospered the old Canal that the father of his his Country First brought into existence and may he be favour the new one.  My well wishes the Company has for its future Prosperity.

Gentlemen, I have the honor to be, With the greatest obligations to you all, your very humble and obedient Servant.







Capt, George Pointer

Sept. 5, 1829

�“Petition of Captain George Pointer to the President and Directors of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal,” September 5, 1829, National Archives, Record Group 79, Entry 190.  There is no records in the company records that the Chesapeake and Ohio Company responded to this petition.


� Slaves were paid less than free men, about  ₤ 20 per month, Virginia currency, or a little over $ 60.  Pointer, as a boy, probably received less.  His master would have had to allow him to keep this money for him to save $300. 


� Pointer’s house was probably near the entrance to the present feeder canal for the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, above Lock 5 and across the canal from the U.S. Magazine,  “…rebuilding from the foundation the Tumbling Dam by Poynters house…” ______, “Repairs Done in the Year Ending 1 Augt. 1820,” Records of the Potomac Company, National Archives, Record Group 79, Entry 162.


� Probably this was James Smith, Superintendent of the Potomac Canal Company after Richardson Stewart was released in June 1788.  Or it may have been John Smith, an overseer with the Company paid ₤36/year.


� Colonel George Gilpin.


� Colonel James Fitzgerald, member, Potomac Company Board of Directors and Company Preesident, 1793-1796.


� Leonard Harbaugh, Potomac Company Engineer.


� The Little Falls by-pass canal was completed in mid-1795.


� Myers was interviewed by the Board in December 1795 and hired as Chief Engineer shortly thereafter.


� John Templeman, member, Potomac Company Board of Directors.


� John Laird, member, Potomac Company Board of Directors.


� Henry Foxall, Member, Potomac Company Board of Directors.


� In 1815, Benjamin Henry Latrobe discovered marble opposite Clapham’s Island, just above Conrad’s (White’s) Ferry, Montgomery County, Maryland.  This marble was brought down the Potomac for use in Statuary Hall.
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