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February 19, 2007

Mr. Greg Burlett

P.O. Box 992

Shepherdstown, WV 25443

Dear Greg,

First, let me thank you for letting me and my friend, Mr. Bill Lermond, examine the remains of the Littles Falls bypass canal of the Shenandoah River Navigation on your farm.

As promised, I am enclosing some information pertaining to the Littles Falls bypass canal on your property.  It is, of course, quite old, probably having been completed by the Potomac Canal Company in 1806.  In 1815 it was taken over by the New Shenandoah Company.  It probably was operational through 1857.

The information I am enclosing is from the paper I am delivering at the March 17, 2007 Canal Seminar at the National Canal Museum in Easton, Pennsylvania.  When I get printed copies I will send you a complete article.

As you can see from this paper, Littles Falls bypass canal was the upper most of five river improvements built by the Potomac Company.  And except for small remnants, it is the only bypass canal to survive.

Congratulations, you have a very interesting piece of American history on your property.

With best wishes.

Robert J. Kapsch

