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Reference for: AIA Fellowship for Mr. William Brenner

Carol Shen, FAIA

Chair, Jury of Fellows

The American Institute of Architects

1735 New York Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20006-5292

I am pleased and honored to submit this reference.  I have known and worked with Mr. Brenner for twenty-nine years.  I will discuss two programs that Mr. Brenner directed, both of which had national significance and which I am personally familiar.
· In 1980 Mr. Brenner directed the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Rehabilitation Guidelines program, a Congressionally mandated, multi-year, multi-million dollar research effort to lessen the adverse impact of new construction oriented building codes on rehabilitation and historic preservation projects.  This program, endorsed by AIA and code organizations, was hugely successful.   It resulted in major changes in the country’s building codes which encouraged building rehabilitation in thousands of buildings and neighborhoods.  Its success would not have been possible without Mr. Brenner’s intellectual and management leadership.
· In 1982 Mr. Brenner directed the largest documentation program in the seventy-five year history of the Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS).  This multi-million dollar, multi-year program documented the historic buildings of the sixty bases comprising the Army’s Material Command.  This program documented, through thousands of drawings, photographs, and histories, the early space program, the World War II construction build-up and many other facets of the U.S. Army and is available for public use.  It would not have been possible without Mr. Brenner’s insistence on high standards and his management ability.

Mr. Brenner has accomplished much more, to be discussed by others.  I am pleased to strongly recommend Mr. Brenner for Fellow of the American Institute of Architects.
Robert J. Kapsch, Hon. AIA
