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April 1, 2003

National Institute of Building Sciences

Attention: Mr. William Brenner

1090 Vermont Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Bill,

Please find enclosed my invoice for February/March for a total of $3,207.43.

I feel that one item, the $2,100.00 payment to Historic Medley, requires some explanation for the record.  This is particularly true since the legal agreement under which this cooperative agreement was established resulted from false allegations against me by disgruntled employees.  

The $2100 payment to Historic Medley, a nonprofit historic preservation group operating in Western Maryland, is the first payment of a series of payments under a cooperative agreement entered into with this organization to provide me space for work layout and storage for my various publication projects (proposal included).

The space is to be provided in the John Poole House, an historic house in Poolesville, Maryland.  The need for this space has been demonstrated to me over the last six months:

· I believe that I lost substantial files on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.  Upon return from a trip to London, I noticed that the file box in which they were stored was empty.  There is very little security in the contract trailers of the National Capital Region and therefore virtually no way to secure these files.

· The February snowstorm resulted in extensive water leakage into the contract trailers.  Although most areas of the trailers were affected, fortunately my files were not damaged. 

· Within the last several weeks I have been informed by the individual responsible for the contract trailers that he was greatly concerned with the floor loading resulting from my files in this facility.

Relocation of a great portion of these files to the John Poole House will eliminate these problem and also provide security for these files.  If these files were to be lost, stolen or damaged, it would greatly affect the various book and article projects currently underway and envisioned by the legal agreement.

In addition, my space in the contract trailers is greatly limited.  There is no space for laying out publication work, for “storyboarding,” or for the other activities usually associated with publication.  This would be remedied by the space in the John Poole House.

The space being acquired from Historic Medley is a little over 200 square feet.  The cost therefore is approximately $10/year – a great bargain for the government and made possible only because the Board of Directors of Historic Medley felt that my activity was extremely sympathetic to the activities of their organization.

The President of Historic Medley is Perry Kapsch, my wife.  This does not represent a conflict of interest under applicable Federal law and regulations since Perry has not nor will not receive any money from this transaction.  She and the Board of Directors serve in an unpaid status.  Nor will any member of the Historic Medley Board of Directors or me receive any money, directly or indirectly, from this transaction.  Rather, this money will be used for the restoration of this historic building and for normal building operating and maintenance expenses.

Authority for this transaction is provided by the Historic Sites Act of 1935 16 U.S.C. 461 et seq. and the legal agreement under which this cooperative agreement functions.
Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions.

Robert J. Kapsch
