







January 25, 2011

Mr. Doug Bond, P. E.

McMullan and Associates, Structural Engineers

8381 Old Courthouse Road, Suite 350

Vienna, Virginia 22182

Doug…

Per your request, please find enclosed a copy of the report, Chris Bauman, “Widewater -- An Assessment for Historic Restoration -- September 1984.”

The report itself will probably not be of much use to your work -- it was prepared to the public reaction when the National Park Service began to clear the rocky section of the towpath at Widewater.  The attachments to this report (some dating to 1970), however, I think will be very useful, especially coupled with your field investigations.  They seem to me to be the best collection of instructions on how to build a canal embankment that I have seen.  In addition, these attachments will permit you to develop a coherent history of floods followed by repair at Widewater.

I came upon this report in 1996 when I was detailed to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal to work on projects such as the Monocacy Aqueduct and others.  At that time the park archives was in a dreadful condition.  The extensive photographic collection developed over the years had been ransacked by the Harper’s Ferry interpreters to develop the canal handbook.  These photographs were “borrowed” never to be returned (since then Sam Tamburro assisted by Karen Gray have recreated this resource on a CD).  The individual in charge of the canal archives was caught by the Park Superintendent, Doug Faris, on a Sunday morning throwing into a dempsy dumpster hundreds of historical records.  So when I had free time at park headquarters I would Xerox important reports so they would not be lost.  This report is one of them.

No need to reimburse me for the Xeroxing.  I would, however, ask that you make sure that Sam Tamburro, the park historian, receive a copy of your final report (I would also like to receive a copy).  In addition, I would also ask that you make sure that Sam has a copy of the enclosed report for his archives.  

I am still searching my files to see if I have additional information that might assist you in your project.  As I have mentioned, I think I may have some of the Xeroxes of the original CCC reports documenting the work done in the 1930s at Widewater.

Good luck on your study.  Let’s keep in touch.

Robert J. Kapsch

`
cc to: Denis McMullan

(w/o enclosure)

