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Black River Canal (NY)
      Black River Canal consists of a succession of canals and slack water pools.  It commences on the Erie Canal, at Rome, in Oneida county, by a canal of 36 miles in length, which terminates at the High Falls of Black River, Lewis county; thence to Carthage, in Jefferson county; the river, the navigation of which has been improved, completes this line.  Length of navigation, natural and artificial, including a navigable feeder of 9 miles, extending to Boonville, 85 miles; ascent and descent from Rome to Carthage, 1,078 feet; cost of the whole, $2,141,601.63.

Tanner:  A Description of the Canals and Rail Roads of the United States, (1840).

      The Black River Canal, like the Oswego Canal, consists in part of improved river navigation.  It begins in Rome, on the Erie Canal, and continues 35 miles to the Black River, whence the river is being rendered navigable for a further 42 miles to Carthage.  The entire navigable route, including a 10-mile-long navigable feeder canal, therefore totals 87 miles.  Rise and fall totals 1,078 feet, and no fewer than 108 locks can be found in a distance of just 35 miles, all of them made of stone.  The first contracts to construct this canal were let in November 1837.  According to an estimate prepared in 1838, total construction expenses will amount to $2,431,700, and expenditures already totaled $761,605 as of the end of 1839.  It is hoped that the canal will open on October 1, 1842.  Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner,  Die inner Communicationen, (Early American Railroads) (1842-1843).
Boonville Vicinity (Oneida County) NY

Locks 39-43, Black River Canal, Boonville Vicinity (Oneida County) NY

Black River Canal, Locks 39-43, State Route 46, Boonville Vicinity, Oneida County, New York.  HAER Collection (HAER NY-83) includes seven photographs:

6-001

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “General View Showing Locks 39 (Right) and 40 (Left).”  Black River Canal, Locks 39-43, State Route 46, Boonville Vicinity, Oneida County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1970.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-83, HAER, NY,33-BOONV.V,1A-1.

6-002

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Lower Outlet of Lock 39, Note Stone Work of Canal Wall.”  Black River Canal, Locks 39-43, State Route 46, Boonville Vicinity, Oneida County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1970.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-83, HAER, NY,33-BOONV.V,1A-2.

6-003

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Lock 39, Note Metal Gate Hinge in Lower Left Foreground.”  Black River Canal, Locks 39-43, State Route 46, Boonville Vicinity, Oneida County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1970.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-83, HAER, NY,33-BOONV.V,1A-3.

6-004

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Detail View of Gate Between Locks 39 and 40.”  Black River Canal, Locks 39-43, State Route 46, Boonville Vicinity, Oneida County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1970.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-83, HAER, NY,33-BOONV.V,1A-4.

6-005

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “General View Looking Up Stream of Locks 41-43.   Photo Taken From Bridge Over Lock 41.”  Black River Canal, Locks 39-43, State Route 46, Boonville Vicinity, Oneida County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1970.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-83, HAER, NY,33-BOONV.V,1A-5.

6-006

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “General View Looking Down Stream Toward Locks 40 and 39.”  Black River Canal, Locks 39-43, State Route 46, Boonville Vicinity, Oneida County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1970.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-83, HAER, NY,33-BOONV.V,1A-6.

6-007

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “General View of Bridge Over Lock 41 With Barn in Background.”  Black River Canal, Locks 39-43, State Route 46, Boonville Vicinity, Oneida County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1970.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-83, HAER, NY,33-BOONV.V,1A-7.
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