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October 10, 2008

Mr. Greg Beaudoin

Strategic Insight

241  18th Street South, Suite 511

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Dear Greg,

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of Halbert Powers Gillette’s Rock Excavation: Methods and Cost (New York: 1904).  I have a collection of quarrying books and I am very pleased to add this book to that collection.  Thank you for your thoughtfulness.
I have been thinking of you and Tabitha and of your article/monograph/book to be published.  Some thoughts:

You need some additional written material to supplement your field investigations.  Ideally it would be nice to come across a few more tracts like Pointer’s petition to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company.  Unfortunately this material is difficult to come by.  I think when you go to the National Archives you will be disappointed when you review the records of the Potomac Company.  The officers of the company were above the status of the rivermen and were little interested in the affairs of the rivermen.  The records of the company, therefore, do not include much if any of this type of information.  Two suggestions on where you might find information on the rivermen and their travails.

1. Newspapers.  I would think newspapers might be a profitable source of information on rivermen and their lives.  Rather than go through twenty years of eighteenth century newspapers, I would recommend using the Virginia Room of the Alexandria Public Library.  They have indexes to the principal eighteenth and nineteenth century newspapers of the Potomac Valley.  It is also something you could profitably do on your lunch hour.

2. Nineteenth Century Histories.  As you remember from The Potomac Canal, I used nineteenth century histories for information on the rivermen for the upper Potomac River.  I suggest nineteenth century histories because back in those days authors prepared immense manuscripts with incredible detail.  An example from the Montgomery County side of the river is Scharf’s, History of Western Maryland (which unfortunately does not have anything on the Potomac Company – although I did not check his records in the Maryland Historical Society in Baltimore).  The Alexandria Library might have some suggestions from the Virginia side of the river.  The Fairfax library might even be a better source. 
I also wanted to mention venues for you and Tabitha to present your findings.  I certainly think you should publish your findings, probably as a monograph.  But you also may want to verbally present your findings.  Several possibilities:
1. On March 7-8, 2009, the Latrobe Chapter of the Society of Architectural History is hosting a conference, “Washington on the Move: The Architecture of Transportation in the Capital Region.” Details are on www.latrobechaptersah.org.

2. On May 29-31, 2009 the Society for Industrial Archeology will be hosting their 38th annual conference in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania.  Basically you and Tabitha are engaged in industrial archeology, i.e. the use of artifacts to extend our historical knowledge.  Details on this conference are on www.sia-web.org.

3. In March of every year, the National Canal Museum hosts a symposium in Easton, Pennsylvania.  These are organized by Lance Metz, the historian for the museum.  I usually use this venue for my papers.

The advantage of verbally presenting your findings is that you can get feedback, contacts, additional information, etc.  The downside of these verbal presentations is that someone can appropriate your hard earned research, perhaps without crediting you.  This has happened to me.  Ideally you would have the publication finished before you verbally present your findings.
Again, thank you very much for Gillette’s Rock Excavation: Methods and Cost.  I will read it with great interest.


Hi to Tabitha.  Lets keep in touch.
With best wishes.
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