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March 19, 2007

Ms. Ann Bartholomew

2841 Mill Race Road

Emmus, Pennsylvania 18049

Dear Ann,

It was good to see you Saturday.  I think it was a good conference although the previous’ day’s weather discouraged some of the registered from attending.

Thank you for your great work on the Proceedings.  One small comment on the Proceedings: it would have been nice to have a map of the Shenandoah River on the page facing the title page.  But otherwise the Proceedings looked very good.

I didn’t feel like I gave you an adequate answer to your question on the development of private industry at Harper’s Ferry.  I am enclosing a Xerox from David Gilbert’s Waterpower: Mills, Factories, Machines and Floods at Harper’s Ferry, 1762-1991.  The public factories were along the Potomac River.  Nothing of these works remain except the power canal (laid our by James Brindley) as these buildings were burned in the Civil War.  Later the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad built a revised right-of-way over the site of these work shops.  

The private factories were along the Shenandoah River.  The first of these was Hall’s rifle works (1819).  Later Virginius Island was developed.   The definitive history of arms production at Harper’s Ferry is Merritt Roe Smith’s Harpers Ferry Armory and the New Technology: The Challenge of Change (Cornell University Press, 1977). Gilbert’s book, Waterpower: Mills, Factories, Machines and Floods at Harper’s Ferry, 1762-1991, is quite good and if you wanted one book on the development of industry at Harper’s Ferry this would be it.  It costs $12.95 and is sold at the Harper’s Ferry bookstore (although they would probably charge you an additional $4.00 for media mail).  Gilbert’s maps and illustrations are great.
So I hope the enclosed makes up for the lame answer that I gave to you at the conference.

I am looking forward to working with you at the next conference.

Best wishes.

Robert J. Kapsch
