1827 Report of Potomac Company Treasurer Robert Barnard, dated 13 June 1827
The Treasurer respectfully reports -----

      That in obedience to the Resolution of the board of 9th Augt.
 He proceeded to Cumberland, Williamsport Shepherdstown, Harpers ferry & thence down by Water to Monocacy & the Great falls ---  At all which places inspected the State of the River & made every needful Enquiry as to the improvement required etc.  Mat (???) at Cumberland & thence down to the mouth of Conogocheague he found it would be useless under the present state of the Funds of the Company to attempt to make a low water navigation & therefore confined the repairs to removing some prominent obstructions in the high water courses – which has been effected satisfactorily --- At Williamsport, he made the necessary arrangement for the appointment of a Collector of Tolls, which has since been done,  And he directed a small amount to be disbursed in improving the Course between that place and Mouth of Opecon. ---
At Sheppherdstown he examined minutely the proposed site for Erection of a Mill Dam across the river by Dr. Botelor – on which he made a separate & Special report.

At Harpers ferry he examined the location of the Gate put in, under (indistinct) terms as mentioned in the report of the board to the Annual meeting last year, by the U.S. officers at the arsenal – at the head of the long canal, which did not intirely meet his approbation as the situation of which is one at all times attended with considerable difficulty to Boatmen & which difficulty he has since learnt from the Experience of the boat season has been very Considerably enhanced by the Erection there made ---

From Harpers ferry he proceeded by water & inspected the repairs & improvements doing (???) between that place & the head of Bowies Island which were put under the management of Mr. Soln. Buchals who has faithfully fulfilled the trust reposed in him & Justified the Confidence which was placed in his Judgement & integrity ---

On Monocacy he met Mr. McPherson & inspected the works Carrying on by the Gent. --- on which the treasurer has already made a separate detailed report ---

Thence to Seneca when (where?) he inspected the Works carrying on in the Canal under Jas. Taylor & was much pleased At the diligence displayed by him & by the propriety of his ideas as to the proper mode of doing the Most Effective & Economical improvements in that Course.
There down to the Great falls --- in which section another party were at work improving some of the Most difficult Courses in the river.

This tour occupied 14 days during which time the Treasurer was exposed to the hottest portion of last summer (indistinct) & as may be supposed from the different points he had to visit, was compelled to learn to made (???) of traveling & put up with accommodations --- sometimes in the woods, not the most agreeable.  However he has the pleasure to report that the boatmen who frequented the river last Year have universally agreed that on (???) those points when repairs were executed, they could come with much larger Cargoes & with less difficulty than before & that the General state of the river is better than it has been for several years.
The Treasurer would also report that in conformity with the order of the board of 13 June
 last he proceeded to Williamsport with the intention of examining the river upward to the Mouth of the south Branch – but on arrival found from every inquiry he made that it would at the then Fall of Water occupy 10 Days to get up do & return & comfort  & would Cost a larger sum than the object Effected to be attained would justify – for it was the general opinion of all those from whom he sought information that it was useless to attempt a low water navigation from So. Branch because 1st the expense Would be enormous & next because the only water by which boats or rafts Could come out of that river – the Capons or Licking Creek would be amply sufficient to float them down the later way to Geo. Town – But as Complaints  had been made to the Collector at Williamsport by the raftmen of the Obstructions caused by fish dams & as the removal of these (indistinct – old???) obstructions might obviate the threatened resistance of these Gent to the Payment of Toll on that Section of the River, he made all the Enquiries he could on the subject & endeavored to see Mr. Jer. (???) Mason resident man(???) Licking Creek and also respectable & Experienced raftsman but not finding him --- he addressed a letter to him asking information as to the difficult places the made (???) & Expence of rectifying them --- from that Gent. He has recd. a reply which is amended – The run (???) required by him The (indistinct) was conceived to be more than necessary but it might be a matter of Consideration whether Justice to those who pay the Toll might not ask for a disbursement on their (indistinct) of the Tolls which they furnish to the Company & perhaps (indistinct) & expediency might dictate this counsel.  This is respectfully submitted & the same may apply to those sections of the river above the several (indistinct) places of Collection of Toll.  At Williamsport a considerable sum has been collected & more may be expected in the Fall as it is understood there is much Timber at the saw mills waiting water to be cut & a rise in the river to be rafted down.  The Collector at that place has fulfilled the high character (indistinct) & has acted with great & (indistinct) & success in Collecting the (indistinct) of the Compy. From Williamsport to Shepherds town by waster – Much of this section is good deep water – but there are some shoal places & any fish dams – something must be done with the latter as the owners have obstructed the Course & have left their Sluices in the places most injurious for boats & thereby increased the difficulties which a proper location & there erection would obviously tend to remove---

 At Shepherds town there have been some difficulties in the Collection of Tolls owing to the wide range of the (indistinct) (indistinct) landings & Cases for Lumber etc.  Dr. Botelor is progressing with his Mill & contemplates having the dam thrown across the river this fall – It will be proper to watch the progress of this work & it may be necessary to insist of a complete fulfillment of the Terms on which the permission so as (indistinct) for its Erection – The parties however assume that every thing shall be done conformably to the wishes of the Company & in such case, the Treasurer cannot but think that a considerable improvement will be made in the navigation over the tedious & difficult reach called Sheppherds town Ripples.  Thence in cause (???) to Harpers ferry --- but little disbursement as required in this reach --- probably not $20.  
At Harpers ferry opertl. (???) considerable time in inspecting the long Canal the Gate at the head of it – The Ground which formed a reach projecting into the River above it & the dam of the U.S. --- The long Canal will require some Considerable expenditure in taking out of it the numerous stones which the freshets have so as had in from the wall & in stopping some of the Breaches on the low side --- It is as with Considerable uneasiness that the Treasurer had learnt during All the last spring of the increased difficulties & the losses of Boats & Cargoes in Entering the long Canal through the Gate erected by the U.S. under the permission of the board of 20 June 1826 – And it was manifest from the inspection of it that there was a great defect in its fixtate.  The Superintendent has however given immediate order for such remedies as were suggested to him by the Treasurer & Mr. Buchels an experienced boatman as having likely to afford at any rate an easier Entrance & to do (indistinct) soon a the Evils Complained of.  But it is the wish of the superintendent to raise the dam thrown across the River higher for the purpose of affording more water to the works at the arsenal --- & which of done will render the evil much (indistinct) & will almost entirely prevent the possibility of ascending the Canal & will neatly increase the dangers already Existing in descending thro’ the Gate – Under these convictions the Treasurer endeavored to impress upon JW Stubblefield the Absolute necessity there would be in case of the proposed heightening of the (indistinct) Dam, that the Establishment should provide a good safe & entirely different mode of Entering the long Canal -- & while at the spot they surveyed a Course which (indistinct) fronted (???) out as the natural channel – vizt. A hollow way across the reach of land at the bend of the river opposite Cape Triste – Through which in high Water the Current takes a course.  The length of last require would not exceed 550 yards -- & in tracing this a boundary stone was found marked  P.C. which would indicate that the Company were proprietors there (since his return the Treasurer has Corresponded with Col. McPherson from who he has read the annexed reply).  Through the above hollow way then would be no difficulty in forming a Canal & it is obvious that at the U.S. want the water of the Patomack they can have it only under stipulated terms from the Company & that these terms ought to be to the benefit of the Company & the required works at the Expense of the party asking the use of the water --- In these views the Superintendent concurs & the Treasurer respectfully suggests that before the mission is given to the US to heighten the dam they shall Execute a safe & good mode of Entrance to the long Canal  I have suggested itself so good as that of a Canal through the above reach of land (indistinct – and???) a pair of good guard gates at the head --- Another Consideration Calls also for the (indistinct) to facilitate the Collection of Tolls -- which is at present difficult troublesome and & I doubtful; -- but with a Gate where at to rob (???) the produce the Collection would be made with certainty ease & correctness.  On the subject of Tolls at Harpers ferry – The Treasurer would observe that when that collection was Established, it was arranged indirectly & understood as part of the renumeration for the priviledge granted to the U.S. or erecting a Gate that the proper Officers at the Armory would retain thay (???)  over to the Collector the tolls accrued on articles delivered to the public works whichever in law liable ---and so distinctly was this understood that the Collector did not deem it necessary to go & ask for the amount until the season was over --- when to his astonishment he found that excepting very few instances no toll had been secured& an amount approaching One Hundred Dollars was permitted to slip thro’ & he was left to the very remote prospect of meeting at some future period the parties who delivered the articles & from who recovery would be highly problematic.  This may in part be attributed to the temporary removal of Mr. Stubblefield who (instinct) on this as he has done on all other occasion, a cordial desire to serve the Company --- & (indistinct) under current running in a channel little expected & (indistinct) in a very (indistinct) rope made --- This subject is worthy the attention of the board.

From Harpers ferry in a skiff to Monocacy – in this reach (???) some repairs which the lateness of the Season would not permit to be done are requisite, but generally the course are infinitely better than they are (indistinct) at the same state (???) of water last year.
Entered the Monocacy with a crew to inspect it as directed by the order of the board of 13 June [1827].
  Ascended as far as McPhersons Mill --- & there met Mr. Thornton a highly respectable citizen of Virginia whose boats have conveyed all the produce made at said mill --- Thence went down to the mouth carefully examining the courses & the capabilities of improvement..  There is no difficulty in making this fine river navigable for all the burden the Patowmack will carry at the same time --- but as little or nothing has ever been done in opening its navigation the expense of such (???) it is much greater than it would be under other circumstances,. --- The Estimate cost of the proposed improvement will not exceed much of any the sum of $400.  The Treasurer did not pursue the exploring of the Monocacy as high as Pipe Stem Creek as directed by the above mentioned resolution because when at the Mill he met several gentlemen who knew ell the Interests bordering on that river And who all concurred in thinking that any Expedition above the present point would be laid out without prospect of remuneration, --- as even from Davis; Mill (now Buckeys) only 7 miles higher up & the only mill besides a very small one about 1 mile above McPherson’s, no flour can be expected --- it being their interest to haul it to Baltimore & much now so was it the interest of those who live higher up because to that (indistinct) & within reach of the Good Turnpike road leading thither --- and because also are that the expenditures already contemplated would absorb all the funds the Company could have this season, he deemed it prudent to try the experiment for the present only, as far as McPherson’s ---I leave future new operations to be decided by the experience of the present, or execute by the Contemplated new Company---Taking care in the meantime principally to support the already established works --- & save all the means in the former of the Company to discharge as much of the Debt as possible.
He therefore returned (indistinct) Frederick where the absence again of Mr. McPherson prevented his communicating with him – This town occupied ten days during which he was exposed even before than in his (indistinct) of last year & was in like manner compelled occasionally to take advantage of a shock of Grain for his bed place.
Since his return he has visited the Great & Little Falls --- At the former place the work is executing under an agreement made by Mr. Smith & the Treasurer with Mr. Mitchell --- who has already pulled down & is in train (???) of rebuilding the upper Lock --- The Material are all on the ground.  The Carpenters also are just about putting in two new Cove posts Contracted for & will then proceed to (indistinct) very repair requisite in the Wood works --- The whole of the needful repairs at the Great falls will probably come to $1700.  At the Little falls – a contract has been entered into with A Mr. Hagan (???)for providing the Lumber & plank  & framing (to) complete the 4 (indistinct) pairs of Gates – to be in readiness for (indistinct) such as should be found and stripping them entirely too much decayed to remain in place --- at a very low price so much so as it is presumed has presented the Contractor from being able to furnish the balance of the Timber required & the rail stuff (???) the styles from the plank being all to the Ground & this disappointment become very important as there is great difficulty in procuring in the District requisite Timber.  Two capable industrious carpenters have been employed to complete the work who will lose no time in finishing it.  Advantage will be taken of the interruption to the Navigation to Clean out the Canal where frost(???) required to repair the Sluices to rebuild one of the Tumbling Dams & generally to put in good order every part of this section --- the cost of which may rise to $500.
All which is respectfully submitted.







 R. B.  [i.e. Robert Barnard]

Correspondence, Entry 162, Box 3, Record Group 79, National Archives
� Resolved.  That the Treasurer appoint some Early time in which to meet those Gentlemen respectively on the Proposed sites [i.e. Jacob McPherson to erect a mill on the Monocacy and Dr. Henry Botelor of Shepherdstown requesting to erect a mill on the Potomac below Shepherdstown] on the proposed sites –and that in order to arrive at a right conclusion respecting that proposed by Dr. Botelor the Treasurer obtain the opinion & advise of some of the Steersmen who have had experience in navigating the river from above Shepherds as to the extent the intended Dam & Canal will have up[on] the Navigation at both high & low Water stages.  Proceedings, 9 August 1826, pages 78-79, Book B, Entry 160, RG 79, National Archives.


� Ordered.  That the Treasurer as soon as his Duties will permit proceed to examine the Monocacy river in order to ascertain the improvements which might be required to be done on that river from its Mouth to Double Pipe Creek.  In conformity with the wishes expressed by many persons resident on its Banks or the streams which flow into it for rendering the same capable of navigation.  Also that the Treasurer proceed to Williamsport & examine the river Patowmack above that place in order to ascertain what works require to be done there to the mouth of the South Branch to make such improvements in the navigation as may obviate some of the complaints mentioned in the foregoing letter of Benj. Blow.  Proceedings, 13 June 1827, page 91, Book B, Entry 160, RG 79, National Archives.  Benjamin Blow’s letter of June 7 1827 reads:


							Williamsport June 7th 1827


Dear sir,


       I have not made my deposit in the Hagers Town bank for the last month as usual but have deposited the same in the hand of Mr. Towson --- The reason of which is that the raftmen & boatmen are consulting on forming a company for the purpose of tanding(???) on it – I apprehend some danger of entangling myself in the same – It has been represented that the Potomack Company was very much embarrassed and that I would have to refund the money collected in this place in case they (the Raftmen & Boatmen) succeed.  I have not had time to inform myself properly on the subject, in consequence of the River being up & other business to attend you.  I have not given them to understand that I apprehend any danger myself & continue to Collect tolls from all that land, but have taken a great deal of (indistinct) to do so without resorting to harsh measures. --- There have been no (indistinct) at present & if there should be no suit this season & Company would do some work from (indistinct) upward & make the shutes wide enough to pass rafts as well as boats; (indistinct) Toll can be continued without any difficulty and there would be more stuff rafted than at present.  Sawyers have to resorts to wagons when the water is low in consequence of the width of the shutes.  I should like to make (indistinct) (indistinct) as before (indistinct) (indistinct) it more prudent to refer the same until I hear more fully from you.  This return has been delayed three Days over the usual but closed as usual and the present month is progressing favorably.


						Benjamin Blow





� Ibid.
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