





June 12, 2003

Mr. W. Lewis Barlow, IV, FAIA

Chair, 2003 College of Fellows Jury

Association for Preservation Technology Institute

4513 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 213

Lisle, IL 60532-1290

Dear Mr. Barlow,

It is my privilege to recommend to you and the Association for Preservation Technology College of Fellows Jury Mr. John Burns for designation as APT Fellow.

I have known John for some twenty-three years – for much of that time he served as my Deputy to the Historic American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record Division of the National Park Service.  I have always been very impressed with the technical competence and knowledge of John.  It is my strong belief that John Burns is an excellent choice for the designation of Fellow of the Association for Preservation Technology.  
I have selected three examples of his work to share with the College of Fellows Jury that will demonstrate John Burns’ technical competence, knowledge and professionalism.

· Charles E. Peterson Prize   Since 1983, John Burns has been the Administrator of the Charles E. Peterson Prize for the finest set of measured drawings meeting HABS standards.  Several thousand architectural students have participated in this program over the last two decades.  For most of whom it was their first exposure to the field of historic architecture.  The drawings produced to HABS standards are deposited in the HABS collection in the Library of Congress.  If the Federal government had to pay for these drawings it would represent an outlay of millions of dollars.  But the Federal government doesn’t pay for these drawings, the cash prizes to the student architects are funded by a private donation account established at the Athenaeum of Philadelphia for that purpose.    In fact, this program was recognized as one of the most cost-effective programs in the Federal government.  But this program does more.  It recognizes able and competent young architects at a time in their career when they most need recognition – i.e. before they receive their first job.  And it has provided an important avenue for introducing young architects to the field of historic architecture.  This program has been an outstanding success because of John Burns and his management of the program.
· Recording Historic Structures  When I first entered the field of historic preservation, Harley McKee’s book, Recording Historic Buildings was considered one of the classics of the field.  John Burns set out to write an improved book and one that comprehensively covered the subject of building recordation.  The result was Recording Historic Structures published by AIA Press.  Since its initial publication it has been reprinted four times and over 12,000 copies have been sold.  In a short time frame it became the authoritative publication in its field.  Thousands of young architects have been introduced to historic architecture through this publication.  Further, this publication established high standards for the image quality of the photographs and drawings contained within.  Recording Historic Structures has had other benefits, such as leading AIA to ask John Burns to author the four pages on HABS recording in the eighth edition of Architectural Graphic Standards (Wiley, 1988) – the first AGS to include material specifically related to historic architecture or historic preservation.
· HABS/HAER Digital Recording Laboratory  It was John Burns who established the HABS/HAER Digital Recording Laboratory and it was John who has worked continually to upgrade the technology of that laboratory.  His work in the field of digital recording and convergent photogrammetry are well known to most APT members.  His most recent training course (Brooklyn, June 2002, “Digital Recording Strategies for Historic Structures: What Works, What Doesn’t”), for example, was jointly sponsored by APT, SIA and the New York Chapter of AIA.
I could continue through numerous other examples.  John Burns has undertaken  numerous projects that continually demonstrate his technical knowledge, competence and professionalism.  It is for these reasons that I am extremely pleased to recommend John Burns to the College of Fellows Jury for the designation as Fellow of the Association for Preservation Technology.

Thank you for your attention.

Robert J. Kapsch

