Hilda … This is my suggested letter for Charles Peterson to recommend John Burns as a Fellow of APT…Bob Kapsch









June 12, 2003

Mr. W. Lewis Barlow, IV, FAIA
Chair, 2003 College of Fellows Jury

Association for Preservation Technology Institute

4513 Lincoln Avenue, Suite 213

Lisle, IL 60532-1290

Dear Mr. Barlow

I am writing to you to recommend Mr. John Burns, FAIA, to become a Fellow of the Association for Preservation Technology.

I have known John for some thirty years and have been impressed with his accomplishments in his various positions at the Historic American Buildings Survey, National Park Service, during that time frame.

Perhaps the most important accomplishment of John Burns is his continuing management over the last seventeen years of the Charles E. Peterson Prize for the best set of architectural drawings meeting HABS standards.  The prize was initially established for my 75th birthday and since that time several thousand student architects have participated.  Through this means young architects are introduced to the field of historic architecture and the Library of Congress receives the HABS quality drawings.  It is quite a remarkable program undertaken with little Federal funding.  

Another very noteworthy accomplishment of John Burns is the authorship of Recording Historic Structures, the book that superceded Harley McKee’s Recording Historic Buildings.  Harley wrote the original work while under my supervision.  John Burns’ work goes much beyond the original work and, I am told, has sold some 13,000 copies worldwide.  This publication is another excellent means for introducing young architects to historic architecture.

Over the years I have been impressed with John Burns.  Apparently others have been too as I note that the American Institute of Architects named him as one of the Fellows.

I am therefore pleased to recommend John Burns to be named a Fellow of the Association for Preservation Technology.
Charles E. Peterson, FAIA, FAPT, etc.
