







May 20, 2004

Memorandum

To:

Assistant Secretary, FWP

Through:
Deputy Director, National Park Service

Through:
Chief, Office of International Affairs

Through:
Regional Director, National Capital Region

From: 

Senior Scholar in Historic Architecture and Historic Engineering, National 



Park Service

Subject: 
Travel to Italy (3 October 2004 to 19 October 2004) to Participate in the 

Visiting Artists and Scholars Program of the American Academy in Rome to Undertake Reconnaissance Research on Construction Techniques and Materials Similar to Those Use in Nineteenth Century American Historic Bridges, Aqueducts and Similar Structures 

I am requesting permission to participate in the Visiting Artists and Scholars Program of the American Academy in Rome from October 3, 2004 to October 19, 2004, for the purpose of undertaking reconnaissance research on construction techniques and construction materials similar to those used in nineteenth American historic bridges, aqueducts and similar structures.  This research will be undertaken at the Library of the American Academy and at Unione Romana Biblioteche Scientifiche (Union of Scholarly Libraries in Rome).  This trip will be undertaken at no expense to the National Park Service.

This research trip is the culmination of four years of research undertaken under the authority of legal agreement DC-1221-01-0019-W-1, signed by Denis Galvin, Deputy Director, NPS and Donald S. Harris, U.S. Department of Interior Solicitor’s Office, January 24, 2001, establishing this research program in historic architecture and engineering.
Much of the mission of the National Park Service involves the restoration, preservation and rehabilitation of historic structures, including bridges, aqueducts, buildings and similar structures.  One example is the Monocacy Aqueduct of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park, where $7 million is being expended to rehabilitate this structure constructed between 1829 and 1833.  Unlike more modern structures, there are no existing American standards, guidelines, procedures, or policies to guide the restoration or rehabilitation of these structures and especially masonry structures.  For such material the National Park Service must turn to overseas where such historic construction, especially masonry construction, is more common, usually Europe (the $7 million rehabilitation project of the Monocacy Aqueduct was, for example, guided by standards and procedures developed in England).  This research project will utilize the library resources of the American Academy in Rome and the Unione Romana Biblioteche Scientifiche (Union of Scholarly Libraries in Rome)to investigate early masonry construction techniques, materials, designs and procedures specifically as they relate to early American masonry structures as found in the National Park Service.  The American Academy in Rome, having been established over 100 years ago, is one of the world’s great centers for such information.     
In accordance with U.S. Department of Interior policy, no annual leave will be taken in conjunction with this trip.

Travel expenses for this trip will be borne by the National Institute of Buildings Sciences (NIBS), under cooperative agreement to the National Capital Region, National Park Service.  
I respectfully request that this trip be approved.

I concur:

______________________________________      Date: _________________________

Regional Director

I do not concur:

______________________________________      Date: __________________________

Regional Director

