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May 19, 2004

Lester K. Little, Director
American Academy in Rome

Via Angelo Masino 5

00153 Rome, Italy

Dear Mr. Little,

I am writing to you to apply for the Visiting Artists and Scholars Program of the American Academy in Rome.

Specifically, I would like to request a one bedroom apartment for myself and my wife, Elizabeth Perry Kapsch, for one of the following two-week periods:


First Preference: October 4 – October 18, 2004


Second Preference: October 11 – October 25, 2004


Third Preference: October 18 – November 1, 2004

My purpose for coming to the Academy is to undertake a research reconnaissance at the Library at the Academy and the Unione Romana Biblioteche Scientifiche related to Roman building techniques and specifically, hydraulic cement.  I am primarily interested in arch and dome construction, opus caementicium and related subjects.  Most of the English language classics on this subject were done at the Academy and/or with Academy support.  I have been told that the Library at the Academy has an unparalleled collection of photographs resulting from archeological work that has a direct bearing on these subjects.  I refer to this as a research reconnaissance because if it is successful I intend to return for a longer research stay in the spring of 2005.    

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have additional questions.  I may be reached at:


Robert_Kapsch@nps.gov

202-619-6370

I have enclosed a vitae for your review.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Robert J. Kapsch

