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ASCE Outstanding Civil Engineering Project 2001
The C & O Canal Flood Recovery Program

“On July 4, 1828, President John Quincy Adams symbolically “broke ground” for the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.  By 1850, construction of the canal was complete to Cumberland, Maryland.  The 184.5-mile-long canal featured 74 locks with 8-foot lifts; 7 diversion dams; a tunnel (3118 feet) and a series of masonry aqueducts, major and minor, crossing the many tributaries of the Potomac.

--From the book “Civil Engineering Landmarks of the Nation’s Capital” 1982, by the History and Heritage Committee of the National Capital Section, American Society of Civil Engineers.”
“In 1996 the C&O Canal was devastated by two floods—in January and again in September.  The National Park Service (NPS) sprang to action, leading and coordinating the efforts of may volunteers to clean and restore the canal.  After each flood, it as only a matter of weeks before the park was reopened to visitors, despite on-going maintenance and reconstruction efforts of the NPS that continued for years.”
      “As the appointed guardian of this national treasure, the NPS recognized that sustainability in the design of repairs to help minimize such damage in future floods should be factored into the restoration efforts.  The NPS invited civil engineers from ASCE-NCS to join technical representatives from the U.S. Army Corps ideas for reconstruction and leading participants on visits to key sites on the canal that were damaged during the flood.  In response to the NPS invitation, the NCS sent a team of four civil; engineers with backgrounds in hydrology, climatology, flood plain management, and historic canal structures to the workshop.”
      “Building upon the many recommendations from the workshop, the NPS reached out to the engineering community, conducting several firms on a tour of damaged sites along the entire length of the canal and inviting them to submit bids for a subsequent design contract.  This contract was ultimately awarded to the firm of Dewberry & Davis of Fairfax, Virginia.  In a parallel effort, the NPS coordinated an unprecedented effort of volunteers and private donations aimed at restoring major features along the canal turned out for work parties, by removing debris, helping to assess and document damage, and reconstructing stone masonry walls.”
      “The present partnership of ASCE, the C&O Canal Association, and the NPS evolved out of these initial efforts.  Since January 1996 the primary attention f this partnership has been the restoration of the Monocacy Aqueduct.  Together the organizations have been successful in educating the community and nation in the history and importance of this priceless treasure.”
      “The National Park Service is therefore deserving of this high award for its coordination, execution, and management of the $24 million C&O Canal Flood Recovery Program.  The NPS’s continued service is also to be applauded on the recent $7 million funding from Congress for the design and restoration of the Monocacy Aqueduct.”

      “The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Flood Recovery effort was led by NPS Regional Director Terry Carlstrom and Park Superintendent Doug Faris.  NPS civil engineers managing various aspects of the Flood Recovery effort included Regional; Engineer Stewart Fox, Park Engineer Daniel Copenhaver and Special Assistant to the Deputy Director Robert Kapsch.”

American Society of Civil Engineers, 2001 Annual Awards Banquet, Fort Mason Officer’s Club, Washington, D.C., April 25, 2001.
Marquis Who’s Who in America
“The Marquis Who’s Who Publications Board certifies that Robert James Kapsch is a subject of biographical record in Who’ Who in America, Fifty-Sixth Edition 2002, inclusion in which is limited to those individuals who have demonstrated outstanding achievement in their own fields of endeavor and who have, thereby, contributed significantly to the betterment of contemporary society.”

Certificate of The Marquis Who’s Who Publications Board.

