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Champlain Canal (NY)
      Champlain Canal.  From its junction with the Erie Canal, nine miles from Albany, the Champlain anal pursues its course through Waterford, Stillwater, and Bemus’ Heights, along the right bank of the Hudson, to within three miles of Fort Miller, where it takes the river for three miles.  At Fort Miller Falls is a canal of half a mile in length, and then again it takes the river 8 miles to Fort Edward, from which place the canal pursues  a north-east course to Whitehall, after passing the villages of Sandy Hill and Fort Ann.  Length of the Champlain Canal from its junction with the Erie Canal to Whitehall, including  the Glenns Falls branch, 11 miles in length , and river navigation, 76 miles; 40 feet wide at top, 28 feet at bottom, 4 feet deep; 21 locks, each 90- by 14 feet; rise 134, fall 54; total lockage 188 feet; elevation of Lake Champlain above the Erie Canal, at the junction, 38-1/2 feet; commenced in 1816; completed in 1819; cost $1,179,872.  Tanner:  A Description of the Canals and Rail Roads of the United States, (1839).

      The Champlain Canal, construction of which took place at the same time as the Erie Canal, out of the same fund, begins at Whitehall, to which navigation on Lake Champlain extends, and joins the Erie Canal 9 miles from Albany.  It was formed in part by rendering the Hudson River and Wood Creek navigable (a distance of 11 miles and 6-1/2 miles, respectively).  The entire length, including these river sections, is 64 miles.  Figured from Lake Champlain, the fall is 134 feet, the rise 54 feet, for a combined total of 188 feet, overcome by means of 21 locks.  A navigable side branch, called the Glenns Falls Feeder, feeds the canal from the Hudson River.  For this purpose a weir 770 feet long and 12 feet high was built across the river, thus rendering the latter navigable upstream for an additional 5 miles.  At Waterford, 3miles above the junction with the Erie Canal, the Champlain Canal connects with the Hudson through a cut.  A weir in Troy permits improved navigation on the Hudson and the Mohawk from this point  Locks on the canal are 97 feet long but only 14 feet wide. Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner,  Die inner Communicationen, (Early American Railroads) (1842-1843).

      Also called the Northern Canal, work began on the Champlain Canal at the same time as the Erie Canal, 1817.  Construction began at Whitehall at the northern end of the canal and progressed south.  By 1822 the canal had reached Waterford where the canal entered the Hudson by a lateral cut containing three locks.  Below this the Champlain Canal continued to its junction with the Erie Canal, at Juncta.  

Saratoga (Saratoga County), NY
Champlain Canal Lock at Saratoga (Saratoga County)

Champlain & Hudson Canal, Saratoga, Saratoga County, New York.  HABS Collection (HABS NY-6121) includes four photographs (one of which is shown in the Glossary, see Figure 37-021):

7-001.
Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “General View of Lock Gates.”  Champlain & Hudson Canal, Saratoga, Saratoga County, New York.   Black and white film negative, 1959.  HABS, P & P, HABS NY-6121, HABS, NY,46-SAR,2-1.

7-002.
Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Closer View of Gates and Walls of Canal.” [Balance beam to left is broken, otherwise these miter gates are in good condition.  Note how the vertical quoin post on the right gate is recessed into the hollow quoin of the lock wall.  Lock wall appears to be an early concrete].  Champlain & Hudson Canal, Saratoga, Saratoga County, New York. Black and white film negative, 1959.  HABS, P & P, HABS NY-6121, HABS, NY,46-SAR,2-2.

7-003.
Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Canal Gates, Detail of Operating Mechanism of Gates.”  [Broken balance beam is to the right.  Levers operate wickets in the leaves of the gates allowing water to enter the chamber].  Champlain & Hudson Canal, Saratoga, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1959.  HABS, P & P, HABS NY-6121, HABS, NY,46-SAR,2-4.

Waterford (Saratoga County), NY
Waterford Locks, Waterford (Saratoga County)

Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U. S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Waterford was the southern terminus of the Champlain Canal.  In 1854-1856 three new combined locks were completed on the north side of the old side cut.  The locks now serve as a spillway for the New York Barge Canal.  HAER Collection (HAER NY-14) includes nine  photographs:

7-004.
Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Triple Locks From South, Showing Nearly Entire Complex.”  Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U.S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1969.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-14, HAER, NY,46-WAFO,1-1.

7-005.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Triple Locks (Abandoned), From South.”             Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U.S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1969.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-14, HAER, NY,46-WAFO,1-2.

7-006.
Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “View of Triple Locks From South.”               Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U.S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1969.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-14, HAER, NY,46-WAFO,1-3.

7-007.
Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “View Along Triple Locks From Northerly Direction.”  Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U.S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1969.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-14, HAER, NY,46-WAFO,1-4.

7-008.
Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Sectional View of Triple Locks Showing Gate Recesses.”  Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U.S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1969.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-14, HAER, NY,46-WAFO,1-5.

7-009.
Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Detail of Stonework At North (High) End of Triple Lock.”  Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U.S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1969.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-14, HAER, NY,46-WAFO,1-6.

7-010.
 [Photocopy].  “Photocopy: Map of Junction of Champlain and Erie Canals (upper), 1834.  From Holmes Hutchinson MS Vol. 10, Plate 43 (Left).  Manuscript and History Section, New York State Library, Albany.”                 Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U.S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative photocopy of 1834 map.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-14, HAER, NY,46-WAFO,1-7.

7-011.
[Photocopy].  “Photocopy: Map of Junction of Champlain and Erie Canals (upper), 1834.  From Holmes Hutchinson MS Vol. 10, Plate 43 (Right).  Manuscript and History Section, New York State Library, Albany.”                 Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U.S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative photocopy of 1834 map.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-14, HAER, NY,46-WAFO,1-8.

7-012.
[Photocopy].  “Photocopy: Map of the Champlain and its Connections, 1857.  From New York State Engineer and Surveyor.  Annual Report for Year 1856.  Albany, 1857, P. 72.”  Champlain Canal, Waterford Locks, U.S. Rt. 4, Waterford, Saratoga County, New York.  Black and white film negative, 1969.  HAER, P & P, HAER NY-14, HAER, NY,46-WAFO,1-9.
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