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Blackstone Canal (RI/MA)
      Blackstone Canal commences at Providence, R.I., and pursues nearly a due north course, and enters the valley of the Pawtucket river, which it follows to the town of Worcester.  Length 45 miles; depth 4 feet; 34 feet wide at top; 18 at bottom; 48 locks, 80 by 10 feet; cost $600,000; completed in 1828.  Tanner, Description of the Canals and Rail Roads of the United States, (1840).

      The Blackstone Canal runs from Providence, Rhode Island, to Worcester and is 45 miles in length.  The total fall is 452 feet; locks number 48.  The canal is 34 feet wide at the surface, 18 feet wide at the base, and 4 feet deep.  Locks are 80 feet long, 10 feet wide, and constructed of hewn stone.  The canal is fed by 7 reservoirs, which occupy an area of 4,600 acres and have an average depth of 6 feet.  The canal was completed in 1828 at a cost of $600,000.  Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner,  Die inner Communicationen, (Early American Railroads) (1842-1843).

Providence (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Providence (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  HAER Collection (HAER RI-7) includes eleven photographs:

5-001.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking South at Mill and Charles Streets Downtown.  Providence is in background.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-1.

5-002.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “View South from Randall and Charles Streets.  American Screw Company (HAER RI-6) is Visible in Upper Left of Photograph.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-2.

5-003.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “South Along Charles Street.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles Street and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-3.

5-004.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Rear of Charles Street Commercial Block, Showing Proximity of Canal to Buildings.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-4.

5-005.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking South From Canal and Haymarket Streets.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-5.

5-006.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking North From Canal and Candy Streets. Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-6.

5-007.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “A Mill Along the Canal at Mill and Charles Streets.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-7.

5-008.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Stone Retaining Wall, Charles Street Vicinity.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence County, Rhode Island. Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-8.

5-009.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Moshassuck River/Blackstone Canal, View Looking North.  Canal Street on Left.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-9.

5-010.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “View, Looking North, With Canal Street on Right.  Building at Center is Blue Ribbon.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7, HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-10.

5-011.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “General View, Looking Northeast, Toward Canal Street.”  Blackstone Canal, Charles and Randall Streets, Canal and Haymarket Streets, Providence, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-7; HAER, RI,4-PROV,173-11.

Pawtucket Vicinity (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Pawtucket Vicinity (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Pawtucket Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island. HAER Collection (HAER RI-16) includes six photographs:

5-012.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Southwest Along Canal, Vicinity of Alex Schrumpler Warehouse.”  Blackstone Canal, Pawtucket Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-16,  HAER, RI,4-PAWT,7-1.

5-013.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “North From Higginson Avenue Bridge #493.”  Blackstone Canal, Pawtucket Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-16,  HAER, RI,4-PAWT,7-2.

5-014.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “South Along Canal From Higginson Avenue Bridge #493.”  Blackstone Canal, Pawtucket Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-16,  HAER, RI,4-PAWT,7-3.

5-015.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “View From Weeden Street at Lockbridge Road.”  Blackstone Canal, Pawtucket Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island. Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-16,  HAER, RI,4-PAWT,7-4.

5-016.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking South From Weeden Street at Lockbridge Road.”  Blackstone Canal, Pawtucket Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-16,  HAER, RI,4-PAWT,7-5.

5-017.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking South in Cemetery at Rt. 95 – Footbridge Visible.”   Blackstone Canal, Pawtucket Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-16,  HAER, RI,4-PAWT,7-6.

Central Falls (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Central Falls (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, State Route 126, Central Falls , Providence County, Rhode Island. HAER Collection (HAER RI-8) includes one photograph:

5-018.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking North, Providence Iron Works in background.”  Blackstone Canal, State Route 126, Central Falls, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-8,  HAER, RI,4-CENFA,1-1.

Albion Vicinity (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Albion Vicinity (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Albion Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island. HAER Collection (HAER RI-11) includes three photographs:

5-019.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking North along canal at School Street.”  Blackstone Canal, Albion Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-11,  HAER, RI,4-LINC,14-1.

5-020.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Unidentified structure across canal northwest of Albion Bridge.”  Blackstone Canal, Albion Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-11, HAER, RI,4-LINC,14-2.

5-021.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Southwest along canal.”  Blackstone Canal, Albion Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-11, HAER, RI,4-LINC,14-3.

Ashton Vicinity (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Ashton Vicinity (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Blackstone River & Washington Highway (Quinnville), Ashton Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island. HAER Collection (HAER RI-10) includes five photographs:

5-022.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Canal Looking North Past Route 116 Bridge.”  Blackstone Canal, Blackstone River and Washington Highway (Quinnville), Ashton Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-10, HAER, RI,4-ASH,V,1-1.

5-023.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “General View South.”  “Blackstone Canal, Blackstone River and Washington Highway (Quinnville), Ashton Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-10, HAER, RI,4-ASH.V,1-2.

5-024.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Bermed Side of Canal.” Blackstone Canal, Blackstone River and Washington Highway (Quinnville), Ashton Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-10, HAER, RI,4-ASH.V,1-3.

5-025.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking South From Bridge on Old River Road.”  Blackstone Canal, Blackstone River and Washington Highway (Quinnville), Ashton Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-10, HAER, RI,4-ASH.V,1-4.

5-026.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking North on Old River Road South of Quinnville.”  Blackstone Canal, Blackstone River and Washington Highway (Quinnville), Ashton Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-10, HAER, RI,4-ASH.V,1-5.

Blackstone Canal, Ashton Vicinity (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Canal Tender’s House, Blackstone River, Washington Highway Vicinity, Ashton Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island. HAER Collection (HAER RI-10-A) includes one photograph:

5-027.

Jack E. Boucher, 1971.  “Frontal View of Canal Tenders House.”  Blackstone Canal, Canal Tender’s House, Blackstone River, Washington Highway Vicinity, Ashton Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-10-A, HAER, RI,4-ASH,V,1-A-1.

Lonsdale Vicinity (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Lonsdale Vicinity (Providence County) RI

Blackstone Canal, Front Street and Lonsdale Avenue (Lonsdale), Lonsdale Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island. HAER Collection (HAER RI-9) includes two photographs:

5-028.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking South Toward Scott Pond From Front Street.”  Blackstone Canal, Front Street and Lonsdale Avenue (Lonsdale), Lonsdale Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-9, HAER, RI,4-LONS.V,1-1.

5-029.

Jack E. Boucher, photographer.  “Looking North Toward Unidentified Factory on Lower Road.”  Blackstone Canal, Front Street and Lonsdale Avenue (Lonsdale), Lonsdale Vicinity, Providence County, Rhode Island.  Black and white film negative, 1971.  HAER, P & P, HAER RI-9, HAER, RI,4-LONS.V,1-2.

Millville (Worcester County) MA

Blackstone Canal, Lock No. 24, Millville (Worcester County) MA

Blackstone Canal Lock No. 24, East of MA 122, Millville, Worcester County, MA.  HAER Collection (HAER MA-78) includes six photographs (two of which are shown in the Glossary, Figures 37-013 and 37-014):

5-030.

Martin Stupich, photographer.  “General View of Lock From Upstream, View North to South.”  Blackstone Canal Lock No. 24, East of MA 122, Millville, Worcester County, MA.  Black and white film negative, 1987.  HAER, P & P, HAER MA-78, HAER, MASS,14-MILV,2-1.

5-031.

Martin Stupich, photographer.  “Detail, Interior West Wall Showing Niche for Gate in Open Position.”  Blackstone Canal Lock No. 24, East of MA 122, Millville, Worcester County, MA.  Black and white film negative, 1987.  HAER, P & P, HAER MA-78,  HAER, MASS,14-MIL V,2-2.

5-032.

Martin Stupich, photographer.  “General View of Downstream Portal.” Blackstone Canal Lock No. 24, East of MA 122, Millville, Worcester County, MA.  Black and white film negative, 1987.  HAER, P & P, HAER MA-78, HAER, MASS,14-MIL V,2-5.

5-033.

Martin Stupich, photographer.  “Interior, Detail of Chamber From Downstream Side, View South to North.”  Blackstone Canal Lock No. 24, East of MA 122, Millville, Worcester County, MA.  Black and white film negative, 1987.  HAER, P & P, HAER MA-78, HAER, MASS,14-MIL V,2-6.

PAGE  
1

