







May 15, 2002

Bald Eagle Navigation
Pennsylvania Canal – West Branch

(Also known as the Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal)
      Bald Eagle and Spring Creek Navigation, extends from the state dam, on the Bald Eagle Creek, at the head of the side cut, to the town of Bellefonte in Centre county.  Length 25 miles; cost so far as finished (19 miles) $230,000.  This improvement, though under the control of a joint stock company, is in fact a state work, constructed on the faith of the commonwealth which is pledged for the payment of an interest of 5 per cent per annum for 25 years on $200,000, and has since become a stockholder to the amount of $25,000.  Tanner, A Description of the Canals and Railroads of the United States, (1840).
      Bald Eagle Navigation:  This waterway starts at the side cut of the West Branch Division of the state canals at the place where a dam has been erected on Bald Eagle Creek.  It extends to Bellefonte on Spring Creek.  Its length is 25 miles, of which just 19 were completed in 1839.  The state participated in this enterprise by guaranteeing 5% interest payments on $200,000 and also by subscribing to $25,000 in shares.  Total costs will reach $300,000, which amounts to $12,000 per mile.  Up to the end of 1839 expenditures totaled $230,000. Franz Anton Ritter Von Gerstner,  Die inner Communicationen, (Early American Railroads) (1842-1843).

Bald Eagle Canal, Lock Haven (Clinton County) PA

Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  [West Branch Pennsylvania Canal Lock No. 35].  HAER Collection (HAER PA-187) includes seventeen photographs (one of which is shown in the Glossary, see Figure 36-026):

4-001.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View South Across Susquehanna River Lock Setting (Opening of Lock on Bank by Shrubs Near Center of Photograph).”       Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1991.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-1.

4-002.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View South, Lock Entrance.”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1991.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-2.

4-003.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View East, Detail of Interior Canal Wall (Original Fabric).”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1991.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-3.

4-004.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “Detail of Stone Block Construction and Iron Hardware (Original Fabric).”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1991.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-4.

4-005.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View Southwest, Interior Canal Wall (Original Fabric).”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-5.

4-006.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View West, Interior Canal Wall, Floor Fully Excavated (Original Fabric).”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-6.

4-007.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “Detail of West Wall, Floor Fully Excavated, First and Second Layer of Planks (Original Fabric).”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-7.

4-008.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “Detail of West Wall, Floor Fully Excavated, Cross Member (original Fabric).”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-8.

4-009.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View North, Excavated Lock From Water Street (Numbers Painted on Stones for Reconstruction Purposes).”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-9.

4-010.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View East, Recess Area With Bottom Horizontal Beam For East Gate.”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-10.

4-011.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View West, Recess Area With Bottom Horizontal Beam for East Gate.”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-11.

4-012.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View West, Area South of Recess Area, Showing Cut Stone and Rubblestone Construction.”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-12.

4-013.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “View North, Detail of West Wall Capstones, Showing Connecting Straps and Retaining Strap.”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-13.

4-014.
Ken Baumgardt, photographer.  “View South, Detail of Remnants of East Side Bridge Abutment.”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-15.

4-015.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “Detail of Wicket and Cast Iron Ball Joint (Off Site).”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-16.

4-016.
Rob Tucher, photographer.  “Detail of Fragments From West Gate (Off Site).”  Bald Eagle Cross-Cut Canal Lock, North of Water Street, along Susquehanna River, Lock Haven, Clinton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1992.  HAER, P & P, HAER PA-187, PA,18-LOKHA,9-17.
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