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Lehigh Canal (PA)
      Lehigh Navigation.  The Lehigh works, like those on the Schuylkill, consist of several canals and slack water pools.  They extend from Easton to the Great Falls of the Lehigh, near Stoddartsville, in Northampton county.

      Leaving the Lehigh immediately south of Easton, the line is conducted by locks, into the first canal, on the right bank of the river.  About four miles above its point of outset, this section of the canal terminates at a dam one fourth mile below Smith’s Island, and the pool thus formed is entered.  This pool is about two miles in extent.  At a distance of about six miles from Easton, commences the most extensive section of canal.  It leaves the river one mile below Jack’s Mill, passes along the north or left bank, through Bethlehem, and re-enters the  Lehigh, at a dam not far from Allentown, in Lehigh county; thence by the river, one and a half miles; thence by canal to a dam, three miles; thence to the river, three-quarters of a mile; thence by a canal to a dam, four and a half miles; thence by the river, one and a half; thence by canal one mile to a dam; thence by the river, two and a half miles; thence by the canal three and a half miles to the Lehigh Water Gap.  Here the Canal passes the Great Blue Mountain, and enters the coal region.  From the termination of the last mentioned canal, the river is used for one mile to a dam at the mouth of the Aquanshicola creek; then occurs a canal four and a half miles long, to a dam; thence by the stream one mile; and then is entered the canal, six miles in length, which extends to Mauch Chunk.  From Mauch Chunk to Whitehaven, 24.75 miles, the improvements consist of canal and slack water navigation, similar to that below Mauch Chunk.  From Whitehaven to Wright’s creek, about one and a quarter miles, it is slack water; and hence to the Great Falls, at Stoddartsville, it is for a descending navigation by artificial freshets.  The works from Easton to Mauch Chunk are 46.23 miles in length; and from Mauch Chunk to their northern terminus, 38.25 miles.  Total length 84.48 miles; of which 30.53 miles consist of pools; 39.26 of canals; 2.48 of locks; and the remainder of sluices.

      The canals above Mauch Chunk are 60 feet wide at top water line, 40 feet at bottom, and 5 feet deep.

      The locks, 29 in number, are each 20 feet wide, 100 between the quoins; 86 feet clear of the swing gates; 10 to 30 feet lift; and are capable of passing boats of more than 100 tons.  One of the locks has a lift of 30 feet, which is filled or emptied in two and a half minutes.

      High water guard,  to 6 feet.  Working guard, 3 to 4 feet.  Twenty dams, from 187 to 375 feet long, and from 14 to 38 feet high.  Total fall, 935.83 feet.

      The canals at and below Mauch Chunk are 60 to 65 feet wide at top water line, 45 feet at bottom, and 5 feet deep.  Five guard, 3 guard and lift, and 44 lift locks, 22 feet wide, 100 between the quoins, 85 fete clear of the swing-gates; 6 to 9 feet lift; pass boats carrying more than 100 tons; 8 dams from 300 to 564 feet long, and 8 to 19-1/2 feet high.  Total fall, 353.2 feet.  Tanner, A Description of  the Canals and Railroads of the United States, (1840).
Easton (Northampton County) PA

Easton Dam, Lehigh Canal, Easton (Northampton County) PA

Lehigh Canal, Easton Dam, Confluence of Lehigh and Delaware Rivers, Easton, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  A 575 foot long masonry dam with an effective height of 14 feet, this dam impounded a slackwater pool 1300 yards upstream to the present outlet lock of Section 8.  Originally constructed as a stone and timber crib dam in 1829, the present dam was completely rebuilt by the State of Pennsylvania in 1965.  Both the earlier and present dam are angled to provide water for the Delaware Division of the Pennsylvania Canal.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-133) includes three (3) photographs:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Looking Up Lehigh River From Phillipsburg, New Jersey.  Outlet Lock for Pennsylvania Canal is Visible at Center Left.”  Lehigh Canal, Easton Dam, Confluence of Lehigh and Delaware Rivers, Easton, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA-133,  HAER, PA,48-EATO,6B-1.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Looking North Toward Easton. Looking Up Lehigh River From Phillipsburg, New Jersey.  Outlet Lock for Pennsylvania Canal is Visible at Center Left.” Lehigh Canal, Easton Dam, Confluence of Lehigh and Delaware Rivers, Easton, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA-133,  HAER, PA,48-EATO,6B-2.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Looking Northwest Up Lehigh River.”  Lehigh Canal, Easton Dam, Confluence of Lehigh and Delaware Rivers, Easton, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA-133,  HAER, PA,48-EATO,6B-3.



Outlet Lock at Easton (Northampton County) PA.
Lehigh Canal, Outlet Lock, Canal Street, Easton, Northampton County, Pennsylvania. One of three locks on Section Eight between the Chain Dam and this outlet lock.  It has a lift of 13.8 feet.  

Photographer not identified.  Delaware Canal, River Lock, Easton, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  “Canal Boat Entering the Delaware Canal From the Lehigh River.  Boats Could be Ferried Across the Delaware River to the Morris Canal by a Cable Supported Trolley.”  Black and white film negative photocopy of original in the possession of the Canal Society of New Jersey, date not given (ca. late 19th/early 20th c.).  HAER, P & P Division, HAER NJ-29, HAER, NJ,21-PHIL,1-2.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “General View.” [Note the eye bars securing the quoin-post to the lock walls].  Lehigh Canal, Outlet Lock, Canal Street, Easton, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 136, HAER, PA,48-EATO,6A-1.



Glendon (Northampton County) PA

Guard Lock 8 and Lockhouse, Lehigh Canal, Glendon (Northampton County) PA.

Lehigh Canal, Guard Lock 8 and Lockhouse, Island Park Road, Glendon, Northampton County, Pennsylvania. Constructed in 1829 by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, the lock is 22 feet by 100 feet with a lift of 1.0 feet,  The two-and-a-half story wood-frame lockhouse is the second to stand on this spot and the third house to be built at this lock.  The earliest house, a stone house, was removed by the construction of the adjacent Lehigh Valley Railroad in the 1850s.  The HAER Collection (HAER PA-139) includes two (2) photographs:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Looking East.” Lehigh Canal, Guard Lock 8 and Lockhouse, Island Park Road, Glendon, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.   Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 139 (Library of Congress Call Number: HAER, PA,48-GLEN,2A-1.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Looking Northeast, From Feeder Channel.” Lehigh Canal, Guard Lock 8 and Lockhouse, Island Park Road, Glendon, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 139 (Library of Congress Call Number: HAER, PA,48-GLEN,2A-2.

Freemansburg (Northampton County) PA

Lehigh Canal Lock 44, North End of Freemansburg

Lehigh Canal, Lock 44, North End of Freemansburg Borough, Freemansburg, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Lock 44 is the sixth of eight locks in the long 11.1 mile Section 7 between Dam 7 at Allentown and the outlet lock at Hopeville.  The lock is 22 feet by 100 feet with a lift of 8.6 feet.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-140) includes one (1) photograph:

Jet Lowe, photographer. “General View With Locktender’s House at Center. Note The Canal is Usually Watered From This Point to Dam 7 in Allentown, But is Dry Because The Dam is Breached.” Lehigh Canal, Lock 44, North End of Freemansburg Borough, Freemansburg, Northampton County, Pennsylvania. Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 140, HAER, PA,48-FREEB,1A-1.

Lehigh Canal at Freemansburg (Northampton County) PA

Lehigh Canal, Freemansburg, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-176) includes four (4) photographs:

Jet Lowe, photographer. “Looking South Towards Freemansburg, Lehigh River on the Left, Dry Canal Bed at Center and Willow Grove Hotel on Right.”  Lehigh Canal, Freemansburg, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 176, HAER, PA,48-FREEB,1-1.

Jet Lowe, photographer. “Looking North Along Dry Canal Bed.”  Lehigh Canal, Freemansburg, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.   Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 176, HAER, PA,48-FREEB,1-2.

Jet Lowe, photographer. “Looking West Towards Main Street.  Lehigh Canal, Freemansburg, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 176, HAER, PA,48-FREEB,1-3.

Jet Lowe, photographer. “Looking Southwest, Freemansburg Canal Park on Right.  Lehigh Canal, Freemansburg, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 176, HAER, PA,48-FREEB,1-4.



Bethlehem (Northampton County) PA

Monocacy Creek Aqueduct, Lehigh Canal, Bethlehem (Northampton County) PA.

Lehigh Canal, Monocacy Creek Aqueduct, Lehigh Canal across Monocacy Creek, Bethlehem, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  One of four aqueducts built by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company.  This aqueduct was the largest of the four and was a three stone arch aqueduct.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-144) has one (1) photograph:

Jet Lowe, photographer. “General View.”  Lehigh Canal, Monocacy Creek Aqueduct, Lehigh Canal across Monocacy Creek, Bethlehem, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 144, HAER, PA,48-BETH,16-A-1.



Saquoit Silk Mill. Bethlehem (Lehigh County) PA.

Saquoit Silk Mill, Sand Island, South Bank of Lehigh Canal, Bethlehem, (Lehigh County) PA.  Constructed in 1886.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-148) includes two (2) photographs:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Looking West.”  Saquoit Silk Mill, Sand Island, South Bank of Lehigh Canal, Bethlehem, (Lehigh County) PA.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 148, HAER, PA,39-BETH,3-1.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “East Facade.”  Saquoit Silk Mill, Sand Island, South Bank of Lehigh Canal, Bethlehem, (Lehigh County) PA.   Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 148, HAER, PA,39-BETH,3-2.



North Catasauqua (North Hampton County) PA

Hokendauqua Dam, Lehigh Canal, North Catasauqua (Northampton County) PA.

Lehigh Canal, Hokendauqua Dam, Lehigh River North of Hokendauqua – North Catasauqua Bridge, North Catasauqua, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Located on the Lehigh River 300 feet north of Hokendauqua – North Catasauqua Bridge, this stone and crib dam was 416 feet long and had an effective height of 6.9 feet impounding a slackwater pool 2000 yards upstream to the outlet lock of Section Five.  Originally constructed in 1829, it has been rebuilt several times.  The dam was breached in 1977 and has not been repaired.  Also known as Dam 6 and Swartz’s Dam.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-153) includes one photograph (shown in the Glossary, see Figure 37-035):

Allentown (Lehigh County) PA

Lock 40, Lehigh Canal, Allentown (Lehigh County) PA.

Lehigh Canal, Lock 40, Lehigh Canal where River and Canal turn North.  Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.  Lock 40 was a 22 x 100 foot lock constructed in 1829 by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company.  This is the second of eight locks constructed in the 11.1 mile section (Section Seven) between Dam 7 (located one half mile to the north) and the outlet lock at Hopeville, PA.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-149) includes one (1) photograph:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Lock 40, At Keck’s Park.”  Lehigh Canal, Lock 40, Lehigh Canal where River and Canal turn North.  Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 149, HAER, PA,39-ALLEN,3B-1.



Laury’s Station Vicinity (Northampton County) 

Slate Dam, Lehigh Canal opposite Laury’s Station (Allen Township), Laury’s Station Vicinity, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.

Lehigh Canal, Slate Dam, Lehigh Canal Opposite Laury’s Station (Allen Township), Laury’s Station Vicinity, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Originally constructed 1829 as a stone and timber crib dam 425 feet in length with an effective height of 13 feet, it impounded a slackwater pool 3000 yards upstream of the Lehigh Canal outlet lock on Section Four at Treichlers.  The dam has been rebuilt several times the most recent being in 1902 after the former dam was carried away in the flood of February 28, 1902.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-171) includes one (1) photograph:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Looking North.”  Lehigh Canal, Slate Dam, Lehigh Canal Opposite Laury’s Station (Allen Township), Laury’s Station Vicinity, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 171, HAER, PA,48-LAST.V,1B-1.



Guard Lock 5, Lehigh Canal, Laury’s Station Vicinity (Northampton County) PA.

Lehigh Canal, Guard Lock 5, Upstream from Cementon-Northampton Bridge (Allen Township), Laury’s Station Vicinity, Northampton, PA.  [Located 2.4 miles upstream from the Cementon-Northampton Bridge, immediately east of the Slate Dam at Laury’s Station, it was constructed in 1829 by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company.  Dimensions are 22 by 100 feet with a  lift of 9.9 feet.  This is the first of five locks in the 3.8 mile Section Five between the Slate Dam and the outlet lock below Hokendauqua Creek].  HAER Collection (HAER PA-158) includes three (3) photographs:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Looking North Up Feeder Channel.”  Lehigh Canal, Guard Lock 5, Upstream from Cementon-Northampton Bridge (Allen Township), Laury’s Station Vicinity, Northampton, PA.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 158, HAER, PA,48-LAST.V,1A-1.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Looking North, Showing Guard Lock 5 (Left) and Feeder Channel (Right).”  Lehigh Canal, Guard Lock 5, Upstream from Cementon-Northampton Bridge (Allen Township), Laury’s Station Vicinity, Northampton, PA.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 158, HAER, PA,48-LAST.V,1A-2.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Standing on Top of Guard Lock 5 Looking South Into Feeder Channel.”  Lehigh Canal, Guard Lock 5, Upstream from Cementon-Northampton Bridge (Allen Township), Laury’s Station Vicinity, Northampton, PA.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 158, HAER, PA,48-LAST.V,1A-3.



Treichlers (Northampton County) PA

Mauser Mill Company at Treichlers (Northampton County) PA.

Mauser Mill Company, Breadfruit Drive at Lehigh Canal, Treichlers, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  This mill, constructed mid to late 19th century, drew water to power its turbine from the Lehigh Canal above Lock 28.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-159) includes two (2) photographs:

Jet Lowe, photographer. “Looking at Grain Storage Silos With Mill Visible in Background.” Mauser Mill Company, Breadfruit Drive at Lehigh Canal, Treichlers, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 159, HAER, PA,48-TREIC,1-1.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Grain Storage Silos.” Mauser Mill Company, Breadfruit Drive at Lehigh Canal, Treichlers, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 159, HAER, PA,48-TREIC,1-2.



Walnutport (Northampton County) PA

Lock 23, Lehigh Canal, Walnutport (Northampton County) PA

Lehigh Canal;, Lock 23, South of Walnutport-Slatington Bridge, Walnutport, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  This 22 by 100 foot lock, constructed by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company, had a 9.1 foot lift.
  It was the third of seven locks in the four mile Section Three between the Lehigh Gap Dam and the outlet lock below Lockport.  The HAER Collection (HAER PA-160) includes one (1) photograph:

Jet Lowe, “General View.”  Lehigh Canal;, Lock 23, South of Walnutport-Slatington Bridge, Walnutport, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 160, HAER, PA,48-WALPO,1A-.



Houses Along Canal, Walnutport (Northampton County) PA

Houses (General Views), Banks of Lehigh Canal, Walnutport, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  HABS Collection (HABS PA-5452) includes three (3) photographs:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “General View of Houses Along the Banks of the (Lehigh) Canal in Walnutport.”  Houses (General Views), Banks of Lehigh Canal, Walnutport, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 160, HABS. PA,48-WALPO,3-1.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “General View of Houses Along the Banks of the (Lehigh) Canal in Walnutport. Houses (General Views), Banks of Lehigh Canal, Walnutport, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 160, HABS. PA,48-WALPO,3-2.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “General View of Houses Along the Banks of the (Lehigh) Canal in Walnutport.  Houses (General Views), Banks of Lehigh Canal, Walnutport, Northampton County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 160, HABS. PA,48-WALPO,3-3.



Lower Towamensing (Carbon County) PA

Lock 20, Lehigh Canal, Lower Towamensing (Carbon County) PA

Lehigh Canal, Lock 20, South of Aquashicola Creek, Lower Towamensing, Carbon County, Pennsylvania.  Constructed in 1829 by the Lehigh Canal and Navigation Company, this was an outlock 22 feet by 100 feet with a 9.1 foot lift.  This is the last of seven locks in the four mile Section Two between Dam 2 at Bowmanstown and the outlet lock.   HAER Collection (HAER PA- 162) includes two (2) photographs:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “From Railroad Tracks, Looking East.”  Lehigh Canal, Lock 20, South of Aquashicola Creek, Lower Towamensing, Carbon County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 162, HAER, PA,13-TOWLO,1A-1.

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “Closer View, Looking East.”  Lehigh Canal, Lock 20, South of Aquashicola Creek, Lower Towamensing, Carbon County, Pennsylvania.   Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 162,  HAER, PA,13-TOWLO,1A-2.



Aquashicola Creek Aqueduct, Lehigh Canal, Lower Towamensing (Carbon County) PA

Lehigh Canal, Aquashicola Creek Aqueduct, Lehigh Canal at Aquashicola Creek, Lower Towamensing, Carbon County, Pennsylvania.  Ruins.  One of four aqueducts built by the Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company.  Built on three wood-crib and stone piers.  The canal prism was carried over the Aquashicola Creek by a wooden trough, no longer extant.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-178) has one (1) photograph:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “General View.”  Lehigh Canal, Aquashicola Creek Aqueduct, Lehigh Canal at Aquashicola Creek, Lower Towamensing, Carbon County, Pennsylvania.  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 178, HAER, PA,13-TOWLO,2-1.



Weissport Vicinity (Carbon County) PA

Lock 10, Lehigh Canal, Weissport Vicinity (Carbon County) PA

Lehigh Canal, Lock 10, South of Weissport-Lehighton Bridge, Weissport Vicinity, Carbon County, Pennsylvania.  Constructed in 1829 with a 7.8 foot lift, this is the tenth of twelve locks in the 5.5 mile Section One between Dam 1 at Jim Thorpe and the outlet lock at Parryville.  HAER Collection (HAER PA-165) includes one (1) photograph:

Jet Lowe, photographer.  “General View.”   Lehigh Canal, Lock 10, South of Weissport-Lehighton Bridge, Weissport Vicinity, Carbon County, Pennsylvania. .  Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- Black and white film negative, 1979.  HAER, P & P Division, HAER PA- 165, HAER, PA,13-WEISS.V,1A-1.
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